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FEDERALISM

Federalism isdefinedasthesystem ofgovernmentinwhichthegovernmentalpowers

aresharedordividedbetweenthecentralgovernmentandthecoordinate/subordinate

unitsorregionslikethestate/regionalandlocalgovernmentorauthorities.Nigeria,USA,

Germany,etcpracticefederalsystem ofgovernment.

Thepowersbetweenthecentralgovernmentandtheregionsaresharedbythe

constitutionasfollows:

a.Theexclusivelegislativefunctionsaregiventothecentralgovernment,which

hasthepowertohandleallissuesthatconcernscurrency,defense,customs,

immigration,external/foreignaffairs,etc.

b.Theconcurrentlegislativefunctionsaregiventoboththecentral(federal)and

state/regionalgovernment.Theyhandleissuethatconcernagriculture,higher

education,roads,transport,industrialdevelopment,insurance,research,etc.

c.Theresiduallegislativefunctionsaregiventothelocalgovernmentsandthey

handleissuesthatpertaintoprimaryhealthcareandmaternity,chieftaincy

matters,library,markets,motorparks,etc.

FactorsResponsibleforFederalism InNigeria

1)Culturaldiversity:Nigeriacomprisesofdiverseculturalandethnicgroups,we

haveover250ethnicgroupsinNigeriaandthismakestheoperationofafederal

system possible

2)Britishcolonialpolicy:InotherforBritaintoruleNigeriaproperlytheydividedthe

territoryintoregionsandruledthem separately.

3)Sizeofthecountry:Nigeriahasalargepopulationandterritorywhichmake

federalism thebestoption



4)Availabilityofhumanandnaturalresources:Nigeriahasenoughhumanand

naturalresourcestorunafederalsystem

5)Geographicfactor:Thenearnessofonegeographicareatotheothermakesit

easierfortheadoptionofafederalsystem

6)Foreffectiveadministration:Infederalism thereisduplicationofofficefunctions

andthisbringsabouteffectivenessinadministration

7)Federalism bringsgovernmentclosertothegrassrootsbecausepeopleget

involvedingovernment

FeaturesoftheNigerianFederalism

1.Theconstitutionadoptediswrittenandrigid

2.Thepowersofthethreetiersofgovernmentisderivedfrom theconstitution

3. Theconstitutionalpowersareseparatedbetweentheexecutivethelegislature

andthejudiciary

4.Thesupremecourthadthepowerofjudicialreviewandinterpretationofcases

5.Theregionswerecreatedinanunequalbasis

6.Therewasduplicationoffunctionsineverydepartment

7.Theconstitutionwassupreme

8.Therewasbi-camerallegislaturee.g.housesofrepresentativesandthesenate

PROBLEMSOFNIGERIAFEDERALISM

1.Problem ofpowerssharingbetweenthefederalandstates

2.Problem ofrevenueallocation

3.Thefearofdominationofonegroupovertheothers

4.Corruption,favoritism andnepotism

5.Boundarydisputes



6.Problem ofcensusfigures

7.Problem ofcreationstatesandissuesofminoritygroups

8.Theproblem offederalcharacter

9.Fearandthreatofsecession

10.Ethnicbasedpoliticalparties

11.Problem ofresourcecontrol

12.Itbreedssectionalconsciousness

13.Unnecessaryduplicationoforgansofgovernment

ADVANTAGESOFNIGERIANFEDERALISM

1.Politicalunityirrespectiveofethnicdiversity

2.Socialandeconomicdevelopment

3.RecognitionoftheculturaldiversityofNigerianpeople

4.Itreducesstrainsandconflictsamongthevarioussectionofthecountry

5.Developmentateachstateofthefederation

6.Easygovernanceandadministration

7.Inter-dependenceandsharingofresources

DISADVANTAGESOFNIGERIANFEDERALISM

1.Thesystem offederalism istooexpensivetooperate/run.

2.Inter-statefrictions

3.Disparityindevelopment

4.Decisionsarenoteasilytaken

5.Problem ofsecession



6.Promotionofethnicinterests

7.Problemsofrevenueallocation

8.Problem ofpowersharingandsuperiority

ASSIGNMENT:Tracetheconstitutionalevolutionofthefederalism inNigeriaupto1954.
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SUBJECT:Government

NIGERIANNATIONALDEMOCRATICPARTY(NNDP)

NNDPwasthefirstpoliticalpartyinNigeriaformedon24June,1923underthe

leadershipofSirHerbertMacaulay,whoispopularlyreferredtoasthe‘Fatherof

Nigeriannationalism’.ItfoundedLagosDailyNewsin1925,anewspaperwhichhelped

toencouragepoliticalparticipationandaideditscampaign.NNDPwasformedasa

resultoftheincreasingoppositiontocolonialpoliciesandtheintroductionofelective

principlebytheCliffordConstitutionin1922.



AIMSANDOBJECTIVESOFNNDP

1.ToobtainindependentforNigeriawithintheBritishEmpire

2.Tohaveamunicipalstatusandself-governmentforLagos

3.ToprovidefacilitiesforhighereducationinNigeria

4.ToAfricanizethecivilservice

5.Toencourageindigenousentrepreneurs.

6.TocooperateandsupporttheprogrammesofNationalCongressofBritishWest

Africa(NCBWA)

7.TocontestfortheLagosseatsonthelegislativecouncil

CONTRIBUTIONSOFNNDP

1.ItwonallthethreeseatsinLagosintolegislativeCouncilintheelectionsof

1923,1928and1933.

2.ItalsowontheelectionsintotheLagosTownCouncilwhentheelectiveprinciple

wasintroducedbyClifford.

3.ItfoundedtheLagosDailyNews.Anewspaperwhichhelpedtoencourage

politicalactivitiesinLagos.

4.Itenlightenedthemassesaboutcolonialpolicieswhichpromotednationalism

5.Itdominatedthepoliticalsceneofthecountryuntil1938whenitlosttoNYM

6.Asapacesetter,itawakenedpoliticalawarenessandencouragedtheemergence

ofotherpoliticalparties

7.IthelpedinreinstatingtheElekoofEkowhowasdeposedanddeportedbythe

Britishcolonialgovernment

FAILUREOFNNDP

1.NNDPwasmainlyLagosbased.

2.Ithadnonationaloutlook

NIGERIANYOUTHMOVEMENT(NYM)



NYM wasformedin1935whenLagosYouthMovementchangeditsnametoNigerian

YouthMovement.ItwasformedbyagroupofyoungNigerians,mainlystudentsand

graduatesofthethenNigerianpremierinstitution,King’sCollege,Lagos.NYM wasled

byDr.J.C.Vaughan.OtherfoundingfatherswereErnestOkoliandSamuelAkinsanya.It

gaveNNDPaseriouschallengeanditbecamethefirstauthenticNigeriannationalist

organizationtobeformed.

OBJECTIVESOFNYM

1.PromotionofNigerianunityandnationalconsciousness

2.AchievementofcompleteautonomywithintheBritishEmpire.

CONTRIBUTIONSOFNYM

1.ItwonallthethreelegislativeseatsallocatedtoLagos

2.Itworkedtopromotenationalunity

3.Itwasthefirstpoliticalpartywithanationaloutlookintermsof

membership

4.Thismovementbroughtaboutmodernnationalism toNigeria

THENATIONALCOUNCILOFNIGERIAANDCAMEROUN(NCNC)

NCNCwasformedin1944andlaterrenamedNationalConventionofNigerianCitizens

in1960whenCamerounbrokeawayfrom Nigeria.ItwasledbyHerbertMacaulayand

laterbyNnamdiAzikiweafterthedeathofMacaulayin1946.

AIMSANDOBJECTIVESOFNCNC

1.Toachieveself-governmentforNigeria.

2.Tospreadpoliticaleducationtothepeople

3.Toarousepoliticalconsciousnessofthemasses

4.Tounitethepeopleagainstacommonfoecolonialism

5.ToadvancetheinterestofthepeopleofNigeriaandtheCameroununderthe

BritishMandate

ACHIEVEMENTSOFNCNC



1.ItunitedtheNigeriannationalists.

2.Itleantitspoliticalmusclebehindthegeneralstrikeof1945

3.Itparticipatedinalltheconstitutionalconferences

4.ItformedthefirstregionalgovernmentofEasternRegion

5.Iteducatedthepeopleontheirpoliticalrights

6.ItworkedinagreementwithNPCtocreatetheMid-Westernregion

7.ItsentdelegatestoLondonagainst1946Constitution

NORTHERNPEOPLE’SCONGRESS(NPC)

NPCwasformedin1951.Itwastransformedfrom theNorthernCulturalOrganization

named,JamiyyarMutanem Arewaformedin1948byDrR.A.BDikkoandD.A.Rafih.NPC

cameasareactionagainsttheallegedthreatsofdominanceoftheNorthernpartbythe

politiciansfrom theSouthernpart.NPCmottowas:‘OneNorth,Onepeopleirrespective

ofreligion,rankortribe’.ThepartywasdominatedbytheHausa/FulaniandIslam was

themainfocus.TheleaderwasSirAhmaduBello,theSardaunaofSokoto(aspiritual

andtraditionalleader)withSirAbubakarTafawaBalewaasdeputy.Itproducedthefirst

PrimeMinisterofNigeria.

AIMSANDOBJECTIVESOFNPC

1.TofostertheautonomyoftheNorth

2.ItworkedtowardsthedevelopingtheNorthbothpoliticallyandeconomically.

3.Tocreateanatmosphereforcommonunderstandingamongthepeopleofthe

North

4.TOhelpineducatingtheNorthernersontheirpoliticalrights

ACHIEVEMENTS/CONTRIBUTIONSOFNPC

1.ItcontrolledandrulednorthernNigeriaforanumberofyears

2.ItproducedthefirstprimeministerofNigeriaandruledthroughouttheFirst

Republic

3.Itcreatedanatmosphereforcommonunderstandingamongthepeopleofthe



north

4.ItwasinvolvedinmostconstitutionalconferencebothwithinandoutsideNigeria.

5.Ithelpedtoeducatethepeopleontheirpoliticalrightsanditincreasedthe

politicalawarenessofthepeople.

ACTIONGROUP(AG)

AGwasformedin1951throughtheconversionoftheEgbeOmoOduduwa-aYoruba

culturalorganizationfoundedin1945inLondonbysomeYorubastudentsstudying

there.ObafemiAwolowowasthefounderandtheleaderofActionGroup.It

dominatedtheWesternregionpoliticalsceneforelevenyears.Otherpoliticalfigures

inthispartywereS.LAkintolaMaja,PaAlfredRewane,BodeThomas,Chief

ShonibareaswellasotherYorubatraditionalrulersandchiefs.

AIMSANDOBJECTIVESOFACTIONGROUP

1.TocontestandwinelectionsandcontrolWesternregion

2.TochallengethepoliticaldominanceofNCNC

3.TounitethevariousclansandtribesinYoruba-landandfostertheideaofa

singlenationalism

4.Tofosterqualitativeeducationandmassliteracy

5.TocooperateandworkwithothernationalistsintheWesternregion

6.TocooperateandstrengthenalltribalorganizationsinWesternregion

7.Itadvocatedforafederalform ofgovernment

CONTRIBUTIONSOFACTIONGROUP

1.ItwonseveralseatsintotheFederalHouseofRepresentativesandSenate

2.ItdominatedWesternNigeria’spoliticalsceneforabout11years.

3.Itformedtheoppositionpartyinfederalparliamentbeforeandduringthefirst

Republic

4.ItjoinedtheNCNCandNPCinthestruggleforNigerianindependence.



5.UniversalFreePrimaryEducation(UPE):AGadvocatedforfreeeducationand

successfullyintroducedtheUPEinWesternNigeria

6.Itwasinvolvedinmostoftheconstitutionalconferencese.g1953London

conference

7.Themotionforself-governmentwasmovedbyActionGroupmember,Chief

AnthonyEnahoro.

OTHERMINORPOLITICALPARTIES

1.NorthernElementProgressiveUnion(NEPU)

ASSIGNMENT:

1.State6problemsofthepre-independencepoliticalpartiesinNigeria.

2.Stateallthepre-independenceMinorpoliticalpartiesandtheirfounders.

3.Explainthecoalition/Alliancesystem oftheFirstRepublic.


