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CLASS: SSS2
SUBJECT: Literature-in-English

TOPIC: “LOOKBACKINANGER”
SUB-TOPICS: (i)SummaryofActThree

(ii)Themes
ASPECT: Non-AfricanDrama
ENABLEOBJECTIVES: Bytheendofthelesson,studentsshouldbeableto:

(i)Readandsummarisetheselectedact
(ii)Identifythethematicpreoccupationoftheselectedplay.
(iii)Criticallyanalyzethemajorthemesofthetext.

REFERENCES:
(i) ObieneUtutu’s“ScholarsLiterature-in-English”(NewWAEC&NECOSYLLABUS

(2021-2025)
(ii) EhisO.Osajie’s“CompleteGuidetoLiterature-in-EnglishforWAEC&NECO

candidates(2021-2025)”
(iii) www.enotes.com/topics/look-back-anger/themes

CONTENT:IntroductiontoNon-AfricanDrama:“LOOKBACKINANGER”byJohn
Osborne.

SUMMARYOFACTAct3

Act3opensasadeliberatereplayofAct 1,butthistimewithHelenaattheironing-
boardwearingJimmy'sAct 1redshirt.Monthshavepassed.Jimmyisnotablymore
pleasanttoHelenathanhewastoAlisoninAct 1.Sheactuallylaughsathisjokes,and
thethreeofthem (Jimmy,Cliff,andHelena)getintoamusichallcomedyroutinethat
obviouslyisnotimprovised.Cliffannouncesthathe'sdecidedtostrikeoutonhisown.
AsJimmyleavestheroom togetreadyforafinalnightoutforthethreeofthem,he
opensthedoortofindAlison,lookinglikedeath.Hesnapsoverhisshoulder"Friendof
yourstoseeyou"andabruptlyleaves.

AlisonexplainstoHelenathatshelostthebaby(oneofJimmy'scruellestspeechesin
Act 1expressedthewishthatAlisonwouldconceiveachildandloseit).Thetwo
womenreconcile,butHelenarealisesthatwhatshe'sdoneisimmoralandsheinturn
decidestoleave.ShesummonsJimmytohearherdecisionandheletshergowitha
sarcasticfarewell.

TheplayendswithasentimentalreconciliationbetweenJimmyandAlison.Theyrevive
anoldgametheyusedtoplay,pretendingtobebearsandsquirrels,andseem tobeina
stateoftruce.

THEMESOF“LOOKBACKINANGER”BYJOHNOSBORNE

ALIENATION:ThisisanimportantthemeinJohnOsborne’sLookBackinAnger.Jimmy
Porter,themaincharacteroftheplay,typifiestheovereducated,underemployedworker.
Helivesinanatticflatwithhiswife,Allison,andhisbusinesspartner,CliffLewis,with



whom herunsacandystallinanoutdoormarket.Itis1956,Britainhaslostitssoul
(accordingtoJimmy),andtheyarelivinginan“Americanage”thathasleftmenlike
JimmyPorterbehind.Hefeelsalienatedfrom theEstablishment,theupper-crustof
Britishsociety,whichhasshuthim outofthemostlucrativejobsbecauseofhisclass.
Hegraduatedfrom a“white-tile”university,oneofthenewerandleastprestigious
universitiesinGreatBtitain,sohiseducation,asgoodasitendedupbeing,doesnot
meanmuchtotheBritishEstablishment.Healsofeelsalienatedfrom hiswife,Alison
whosefatherisacolonelandwhosefatherisacolonelandwhosebrotherisnowa
memberofParliament.HeregularlyberatesAlison,characterizinghimselfastheonly
thinkingpersoninthehousehold.Hehasevengivenheranickname:Lady
Pusillanimous.ThisnicknameemphasizesbothJimmy’sintelligence(viahisvocabulary)
andAlison’stimidnature.ItalsosuggeststhatpartatleastpartofJimmy’salienation
stemsfrom hisbehaviour,nothissocioeconomicstatus,andthathemighthavean
easiertimeconnectingwithpeopleifhetreatedthem withrespect.

ANGER:JimmyPorter’sangerdominatestheplay.Thisthemeispervasive,affecting
theplot,thecharacters,andthetoneoftheentireplay.Inthefirstact,Jimmy’sanger
causeshim tolashouthiswifeandhisbusinesspartner,Cliff,callingthem boring,
stupidandunambitious,inlargepartbecausetheydon’tsharehisrageandfrustration.

Jimmylikesconflict.HewantsAlisontosuffer,becausethenshewillunderstandwhere
heiscomingfrom andwhyheissoangry.Attheendoftheplay,afterAlisonhasa
miscarriage,Immyissatisfiedthatshehassufferedenough,andthecouplereconciles.
ThereaderislefttowonderifJimmy’sangerhasdissipatedorifitwillcontinueto
destroyhismarriage. CLASSWORK

INSTRUCTIONS:Answerthefollowingquestions:

1.StatetwosignificantpointsinActThreeofLookBackInAngerbyJohn
Osborne.

2.WhatgenreofliteratureisLookBackInAnger?
3.WhatanimaldoesJimmycomparetoCliff?(a)Squirrel(b)Bear(c)Mouse(d)

Rat
4.ForwhatreasondoesCliffbelievethatJimmylikeshim?(a)Heiscommon(b)

Heisrich (c)Heisjolly(d)Heisquiet.

CLASS:SSS2
SUBJECT:LITERATURE

ASSIGNMENTFORWEEKFIVE
(1)Definetheterm,‘Theme’

(2)Mentionthreethemesoftheplay,LookBackInAngerbyJohnOsborne.
(3)Innotmorethantwopages,summarizeActThreeofthetext,“LOOKBACKIN
ANGER”byJohnOsborne.
Teacher:MrsOloyedeEthelO.










