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What are Art Terminologies? 

       Art Terminologies are the terms or languages 

commonly used in art circle. They can be referred to as 

the set of terms usually used in art. Some art 

terminologies include; 

1. Abstract: In Visual Art, it is an image that reduces 

subject to its essential visual elements e.g lines, 

shapes, colours, etc. It is a partial distortion of reality. 

2. Aesthetic: This is another word for beauty or the 

sense of feeling of appreciating beautiful things. 

3. Artefact: This refers to the work of art, I which was 

hand made by the artist without the use of any 

mechanical aid. E.g African art like Ife & Benin 

bronze head, etc. 



4. Applique: Applique is a type of design in which piece 

of cloth are sewn or glued on to a bigger piece of 

cloth to produce a pattern. 

5. Assemblage:  This is two or more 'found' objects 

(three dimensional) put together as a construction to 

form a work of art.  

6. Burst: It is a sculpture of human being from the head 

to the chest. 

7. Bisque: This is the term used for fired clay which has 

not been glazed. It is the first firing of ceramic ware. 

8. Balance: It is one of the principles of Art or design, it 

involves proper arrangement and rightful positioning 

of elements of art. 

9. Batik: It is the fabric or cloth on which wax is used 

for design. 

10. Cartoon: It is an artwork (particularly drawing) 

in which the artist deliberately distort or over 

exaggerate forms or make it appear funny. 

11. Chiaroscuro: It is an Italian word which means 

the interplay of light and shade 

12. Amature: Metal frame work like skeleton from 

which a sculptural piece is built. 

13. Maquette: Small model or prototype of a 

sulpture. 

14. Easel: A frame for supporting a canvas. 

15. Mural: This is painting or wall decoration. 



16. Collage: It means a picture built with different 

materials glued unto a cardboard, paper or canvas. 

E.g cloth, stick, seed, etc. 

17. Calligraphy: The art of writing with freehand 

18. Curator: The official of a museum who keeps 

and takes care of artwork in museum. 

19. Gallery: A building or place where artworks are 

displayed either temporarily or permanently with the 

purpose of selling the products. 

20. Hatching: They are parallel lines that are close 

used in drawings and paintings to create the effect of 

shadow. 

21. Fresco: It means painting done on wet or freshly 

plastered wall. 

22. Glaze: It is a shining effect seen on a fired pot or 

other ceramic wares. 

23. Grog: Powdered fired clay. 

24. Improvisation: Getting a suitable  for a particular 

tool or material for an art process. 

25. Hieroglyphics: This is the Egyptian form of 

writing. 

 

 


