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CLASS: SSS2
SUBJECT: Literature-in-English

TOPIC: “LOOKBACKINANGER”
SUB-TOPICS: (i)SummaryofActTwo

(ii)Theplotsummaryoftheplay
(ii)Setting

ASPECT: Non-AfricanDrama
ENABLEOBJECTIVES: Attheendofthelesson,studentsshouldbeableto:

(i)IdentifythesignificantpointsandwritethesummaryoftheActread.
(ii)criticallyanalyzethesignificantpointsintheplotoftheplay.
(iii)summarizetheplotoftheselectedplay
(iv)Explainvividlythephysicalandsocialsettingoftheplay.

REFERENCES:
(i) ObieneUtutu’s“ScholarsLiterature-in-English”(NewWAEC&NECOSYLLABUS

(2021-2025)
(ii) EhisO.Osajie’s“CompleteGuidetoLiterature-in-EnglishforWAEC&NECO

candidates(2021-2025)”

CONTENT:IntroductiontoNon-AfricanDrama:“LOOKBACKINANGER”byJohn
Osborne.

SUMMARYOFACT2

Act2opensonanotherSundayafternoon,withHelenaandAlisonmakinglunch.Ina
two-handedscene,AlisonsaysthatshedecidedtomarryJimmybecauseofherown
minorrebellionagainstherupbringingandheradmirationforJimmy'scampaigns
againstthederelictionoflifeinpostwarEngland.ShedescribesJimmytoHelenaasa
"knightinshiningarmour".Helenasays,firmly,"You'vegottofighthim".

Jimmyenters,andthetiradecontinues.IfhisAct1materialcouldbeplayedasajoke,
there'snodoubtabouttheintentionalviciousnessofhisattacksonHelena.Whenthe
womenputonhatsanddeclarethattheyaregoingtochurch,Jimmy'ssenseofbetrayal
peaks.Whenheleavestotakeanurgentphonecall,Helenaannouncesthatshehas
forcedtheissue.Shehassentatelegram toAlison'sparentsaskingthem tocomeand
"rescue"her.Alisonisstunnedbutagreesthatshewillgo.

Thenextevening,Alison'sfather,ColonelRedfern,comestocollecthertotakeherback
toherfamilyhome.TheplaywrightallowstheColoneltocomeacrossasquitea
sympatheticcharacter,albeittotallyoutoftouchwiththemodernworld,ashehimself
admits."You'rehurtbecauseeverything'schanged",Alisontellshim,"andJimmy'shurt
becauseeverything'sstayedthesame".Helenaarrivestosaygoodbye,intendingto
leaveverysoonherself.AlisonissurprisedthatHelenaisstayingonforanotherday,but
sheleaves,givingCliffanoteforJimmy.CliffinturnhandsittoHelenaandleaves,
saying"Ihopeheramsitupyournostrils".



Almostimmediately,Jimmyburstsin.Hiscontemptatfindinga"goodbye"notemakes
him turnonHelenaagain,warninghertokeepoutofhiswayuntilsheleaves.Helena
tellshim thatAlisonisexpectingababy,andJimmyadmitsgrudginglythathe'staken
aback.However,histiradecontinues.Theyfirstcometophysicalblows,andthenasthe
Act 2curtainfalls,JimmyandHelenaarekissingpassionatelyandfallingonthebed.

PLOTOF“LOOKBACKINANGER”BYJOHNOSBORNE

LOOKBACKINANGER(1956)isarealistplaywrittenbyJohnOsborne.Itfocuseson
thelifeandmaritalstrugglesofanintelligentandeducatedbutdisaffectedyoungman
ofworking-classorigin,JimmyPorter,andhisequallycompetentyetimpassiveupper-
middle-classwifeAllison.

Writtenin17daysinadeckchaironMorecambePier,LookBackinAngerwasa
stronglyautobiographicalpiecebasedonOsborne'sunhappymarriagetoactress
PamelaLaneandtheirlifeincrampedaccommodationinDerby.WhileOsborneaspired
towardsacareerintheatre,Lanewasmorepracticalandmaterialistic.Italsodraws
from Osborne'searlierlife;forexample,thewrenchingspeechofwitnessingaloved
one'sdeathwasareplayofthedeathofhisfather,Thomas.

Whatitisbestrememberedfor,though,areJimmy'stirades.Someofthesearedirected
againstgeneralisedBritishmiddle-classsmugnessinthepost-atomicworld.Manyare
directedagainstthefemalecharacters,averydistinctechoofOsborne'suneasiness
withwomen,includinghismother,NellieBeatrice,whom hedescribesinhis
autobiographyABetterClassofPersonas"hypocritical,self-absorbed,calculatingand
indifferent".Madeline,thelostloveJimmypinesfor,isbasedonStellaLinden,theolder
rep-companyactresswhofirstencouragedOsbornetowrite.Afterthefirstproduction
inLondon,OsbornebeganarelationshipwithMaryUre,whoplayedAlison;hedivorced
hisfirstwife(offiveyears)PamelaLanetomarryUrein1957.

SETTINGS:

Aone-room flat,EnglishMidlands,1950s.LookBackinAngeropensonalazy,mid-
1950’sSundayafternooninaone-room atticapartmentinatownintheEnglish
Midlands.Theplayopenswithadescriptionofthesettingandthescene.ActItakes
placeonaneveninginApril.ThesettingisthePorter’satticapartment.Itisasmall
room withsimple,sparsefurniture.Itisclutteredwithitemssuchas“books,neckties,
andoddsandends,includingalarge,tatteredtoyteddybearandsoft,woollysquirrel.”
Thereisalargewindowintheattic,buttheonlylightcomesfrom askylight,sothe
room issomewhatdim.TheplayopensinApril,areferencetoT.S.Eliot’slinefrom The
WasteLand:“Aprilisthecruellestmonth.”Eliotismentionedseveralothertimesinthe
playandisusedasadefinitiveEnglishculturalreferenceforJimmy.Thislove/hate
relationshipwithBritishcultureischaracteristicofJimmy'sattemptstoretainavibrant
patriotism evenwhilebeingpessimisticaboutthestateofEnglishaffairs.

Theirapartmentflatisasymbolof1950’sdomesticity.Thestagingoftheplayis
importantforunderstandingthemoodofdomesticdisturbance.Theroom isfilledwith



oldfurniture,half-readnewspapers,andpiecesofwornclothing.Thisisrepresentative
ofthecharactersandthecharacters’lifestyle.Likeapieceofjunkoroldfurniture,
Jimmy,Cliff,andAlisonhaveliterallybeenstowedawayinanattic,outofsightfrom the
upperclassculture.Theiremotionsandambitionsdonotfitinwiththeupperclass
worldandthiscausesagreatamountofconsternationforJimmy.Thecrampedspace
containsallofthetrappingsofameagerdomesticlife.Jimmy’spoliticalandsocial
persuasionsbecomeevidenthereaswellwhenhemocksafauxcolumninthepaper
writtenbythe“BishopofBromley.”Heconsidershimselfunconventionalanduntiedto
traditionalBritishpoliticsandevendeclaresthatnopoliticalpartywouldwanthim.
ThoughhispoliticsoftenalignwiththeLiberalparty,heisalsoabitofananarchist,
opposedtoanykindoforganizationwhetheritbepoliticsorreligion.

CLASSWORK

INSTRUCTIONS:Answerthefollowingquestions:

1.StatetwosignificantpointsinActTwoofLookBackInAngerbyJohn
Osborne.

2.WhattypeofplayisLookBackInAnger?
3.Jimmy’swifeiscalled________?
4.Whatisthesettingoftheplay?Timeandplace.(a)Pittsburgh,PA;1957(b)A

one-room flat,EnglishMidlands,1950s(c)Liverpoolcity,1801(d)Lysander’s
aunt’shouse,1564.

CLASS:SSS2
SUBJECT:LITERATURE

ASSIGNMENTFORWEEKFOUR
(1)AccountfullyfortheplotofLookBackInAngerbyJohnOsborne.

(2)Writeabriefnoteonthesettingoftheplay,LookBackInAngerbyJohnOsborne.
(3)Innotmorethantwopages,summarizeActTwoofthetext,“LOOKBACKIN
ANGER”byJohnOsborne.

Teacher:MrsOloyedeEthelO.


