
SS2 PHYSICS NOTE. 

THE CONCEPT OF LIGHT. 

What is light?  Light is a visible form of energy which is radiated outwards from a source.Light makes us 

to see by producing a sensation of vision through our eyes and brain. Light also affects our life in other 

ways.For example, light makes it possible for plants to grow and produce the food we eat. The plants 

store energy produced from sunlight. This energy converted to fuels such as coal,gas and oil, many years 

after the plants have died.The energy from the Sun comes to us by radiation.  

LIGHT AS A WAVE MOTION. 

Light is a form of wave motion.It spreads outwards from a source in which the same way ripples spread 

outwards from the point where a stone is dropped into a pond. 

Light is an example of electromagnetic wave.It doesn't require any material medium for its 

propagation.Light waves travel as magnetic and electrical signals through empty medium.This is the 

reason the light of the Sun could easily reach us across a distance of 150 million kilometres. 

SOURCES OF LIGHT. 

We see objects either by the light they produce or by the light they reflect from other objects. Objects 

that produce their own light are said to be luminous. Examples of luminous objects are the Sun and the 

Stars, fire -flies,glow worms, candles, electric light bulbs and photographic flash bulbs. Non-luminous 

objects do not produce their own light. They are seen when light from other sources falls on them and is 

thrown back or reflected into our eyes. Example is the Moon. 

RAYS AND BEAMS OF LIGHT. 

The direction or path along which the light travels is called a light ray. Collection of rays is known as the 

beam. There are three types of beam, namely: 

1. Parallel beam: In a parallel beam,the light rays travel in parallel lines. 

2. Convergent beam: In a convergent beam,the light rays come together towards a point. 

3. Divergent beam: In a divergent beam, the light rays spread out from a source. 

THE RAY BOX 

A ray box is used in the laboratory to produce rays of light. It consists of an electric lamp and a very 

narrow slit or slits arranged to produce a very narrow beam of light. This ray of light emerges from the 

slit in the front of the box. 

 ASSIGNMENT 

1. State five non -luminous Object. 



2. Why is light an electromagnetic waves?  

3. State five other examples of electromagnetic waves. 

4. Light is highly essential for life. Explain 

 


