
REVISIONEXERCISE

SUBJECT:SOCIALSTUDIES

CLASS:JSS3

TOPIC:HARMFULTRADITIONALPRACTICES

Harmfultraditionalpracticesarethoseevilculturalpracticesofoldthataremostly

committedagainstwomenandchildrenwhichcausepains,sorrow,physical,socialand

emotionalproblems.

TYPESOFHARMFULTRADITIONALPRACTICES

1.Femalespousesharing:Thishastodowithsharingfemalespousesbybrothers

whentherightfulhusbandisoutoftown.

2.FemaleGenitalMutilation(FGM)orFemaleCircumcision:Thisinvolvethe

surgicalremovalofpartsorallofthemostsensitivefemalegenitalorgansfor

culturalorreligiousreasonsinordertopreventpromiscuitysexualimmorality)or

difficultchildbearing.

3.Childorearlymarriage:Thisinvolvesgivingoutchildreninmarriagebeforeage

18.Somearemarriedoutevenbeforeageten,whichadverselyaffectthe

developmentalstagesofthechild.

4.Sonpreference/genderinequality:Thisreferstoanattitudeorbeliefthatgirl

childisinferiororlesserinvaluethantheboys.

5.Inhumantreatmentthewidow(Maltreatmentofwidows):Awidowoftenthe

targetofabuse,shameandridiculewheneverherhusbanddies.Sheisalways

suspectedashavingahandinthedeathofherhusband,whichoftenleadto

someevilritualrites.Shemaybeaskedtodrinkthewaterusedinbathingher

latehusband’scorpsetoproveherinnocence.Othersmayhaveherheadshaved,

denialofheraccesstoherhusband’sproperties,etc.

6.Widowinheritance:insomecustomarypractices,awidowisinheritedbyherlate

husband’sbrotherorcloserelative.

CONSEQUENCESOFHARMFULTRADITIONALPRACTICES

1.Maternalmortality:Mostyounggirlsdieatchildbearingorwithinthefirst



yearofchildbearingduetounderagemarriages.

2.Infantmortality:thiscommonamongstthosepracticingFGM and

scarification.

3.Diseaseandinfections:HIV/AIDSandotherSTDsarecommonamongst

peopleengaginginFGM.Also,VesicoVaginalFistula(VVF),whichisthe

rupturingoftheurinarybladderbyyounggirlsduringchildbearing,making

them tourinateuncontrollably.

4.Humiliation:Mostwidowssufferhumiliationfrom theirin-lawsandalso,the

shameofsufferingfrom VVFbyyoungwomen.

5.Deprivationofhumanrights:Allharmfultraditionalpracticesdeprivepeople

oftheirrights

6.Deprivationofschoolingbyyoungpeople

7.LackofsexualpleasurebywomenwhohaveundergoneFGM.

8.Sexualabuseandexploitationfrom adultswhomarryyounggirlsaswives.


