
MASTER THEORY AND OBJECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

100 QUESTIONS
60 MINUTES

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS WASSCE JUNE 2004

                                      Choose the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the underlined word
                                  and that will at the same time, correctly fill the  gap in the sentence..  
DIRECTION:

1. The man refused to accept the offer of a job in 
the rural area; he preferred one in the .......... 
area. 
(A) local
(B) urban
(C) township
(D) municipal

2. He is quite an outspoken young man but his 
father is ..............
(A) humorous
(B) sober
(C) taciturn
(D) silent

3. One of the twins was as daring as the other 
was .................

(A) morose
(B) timid
(C) secretive
(D) rational

4. A gully, which is a natural phenomenon 
should not be mistaken for a tunnel, which is 
............... 
(A) supernatural
(B) false
(C) artificial
(D) modern

5. The crops the farmer planted will be ............ 
in three months’ time.
(A) sold
(B) cultivated
(C) uprooted
(D) harvested

6. He intentionally hid the document but his 
secretary ..................... burnt them.
(A) carelessly
(B) willingly
(C) accidentally
(D) foolishly

7. It is curious how Bayo can be so carefree in his 
ways while his younger brother is so ...............
(A) meticulous
(B) eccentric
(C) indifferent
(D) active

8. Personally, I give in rather easily when it comes to 
arguments, but Emeka will always .............. to his 
opinion.
(A) hold in
(B) hold on
(C) hold up
(D) hold back

9. He didn’t lose the fight because of his bravery but 
for his ..............
(A) ignorance
(B) strength
(C) cowardice
(D) rashness

10. If you do not drive with care you may be charged 
for .................
(A) recklessness
(B) drunkenness
(C) overspeeding
(D) ignorance

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 
best completes each of the following sentences

11. When you ............ an opponent’s point in a 
debate, you must do so politely.
(A) refute
(B) rebuke  
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(C) reject
(D) refuse

12. Mr Collins does not allow his name to be 
publ ished in  connect ion with his  
philanthropy because he..............  publicity.
(A) wields
(B) lacks
(C) detests
(D) denies

13. I should be as ................ as Kofi if I were so 
rejected by a close friend.
(A) conscious
(B) timid
(C) aggrieved
(D) courteous

14. The press will no longer be free when the new 
government starts to .................. the 
newspapers.
(A) censure
(B) edit
(C) publish
(D) censor

15. Everyone was disappointed to see the pastor 
doing those things that were ................... 
with the morals he preached.
(A) complacent
(B) inconsistent
(C) conducive
(D) incompetent

16. That boy is mentally unbalanced, so you 
should be.....................
(A) tolerant
(B) tolerable
(C) apologetic
(D) careful

17. The president complained that too many 
doctors have  ................ for better 
remuneration.
(A) repatriated
(B) exiled
(C) emigrated
(D) immigrated

18. The doctor listened to my heart-beat with a 
...............
(A) microscope
 

(B) scalpel
(C) chronometer
(D) stethoscope

19. She was ............. and it was not clear to me 
what she meant.
(A) unknown
(B) unintelligent
(C) indefinite
(D) illegible

20. Clara, your writing is difficult to read; you 
must try to make it .................
(A) easier
(B) legible
(C) large
(D) eligible

Choose the interpretation that you consider most 
appropriate for each sentence.

21. Despite their newness on the job, the workers 
were remunerated rather handsomely. This 
means that
(A) the salaries were poor
(B) those paid were handsome in appearance
(C) the salaries were attractive
(D) the workers were paid by handsome 

accountants

22. The plan to upgrade the dispensary to a 
general hospital did not materialize. This 
means that
(A) the arrangements did not work out as 

wished
(B) the plan was badly executed
(C) it was difficult to obtain the materials
(D) the plan did not meet the required 

specifications

23. The robbery suspect said he made his earlier 
confessional statement under duress. This 
means he made it
(A) because he was forced to
(B) in the presence of a judge
(C) because he took an oath
(D) with the help of his lawyer

24. Despite their unrefined behaviour, the 
visitors were given preferential treatment. 
This means that the visitors were
(A) ill-treated because of their coarseness
(B) treated with caution
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(C) well-treated despite their crudity
(D) attended to first by the doctor

25. Onome’s father blew his top at the news of 
his performance in the examination. This 
means that he
(A) was overjoyed (B)  whistled loudly
(C) was very angry   (D)  was impressed

26. There is no question of either of you getting 
the job, the  manager said. This means that
(A) the manager would not ask any question 

about the job
(B) both of them would get the job
(C) only one of them would get the job
(D) neither of them would get the job

27. Jumoke knew that her husband had a drop 
too many when he asked her to pack out. This 
means that her husband was
(A) sleepy
(B) confused
(C) drunk
(D) joking

28. It was quite impossible for him not to have 
noticed that Lola had arrived. This means that 
he
(A) should have known that Lola had arrived
(B) found it impossible to say that Lola had 

arrived
(C) said that Lola had not arrived
(D) pretended not to know that Lola had 

arrived

29. My father advised us not to go with the 
crowd. This means that he advised us not to
(A) stay in the crowd
(B) have many friends
(C) travel with many people
(D) be unduly influenced by others

30. We would grant your request if we had 
money. This means that
(A) we have the money but will not grant 

your request
(B) we have the money and will grant your 

request
(C) we will have the money and will grant 

your request
(D) we do not have the money and cannot 

grant your request 

   

Choose the word or group of words that is nearest 
in meaning to the underlined word or group of 
words as it is used in the sentence.

31. The government has approved a new salary 
structure as an incentive for workers
(A) a reward
(B) an encouragement
(C) a package
(D) an advance

32. The accident victim was bleeding 
profusely
(A) slowly
(B) excessively
(C) extremely
(D) abundantly

33. They have tried to circumvent the restriction 
on the importation of scarce commodities
(A) bypass
(B) confront
(C) oppose
(D) challenge

34. The company had satisfied itself that the 
project was feasible before embarking on it.
(A) easy
(B) attractive
(C) capable
(D) practicable

35. Though there is no riot on the campus, the 
students are restive.
(A) quiet
(B) chaotic
(C) restless
(D) busy

36. The prosecutor was accused of obstructing 
justice
(A) hindering
(B) retarding
(C) shopping
(D) interrupting

37. The man preaches humility without 
matching it with action.
(A) salvation
(B) honesty
(C) kindness
(D) modesty  
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38. Mr Haruna plays the piano with great 
dexterity
(A) wisdom
(B) pride
(C) force
(D) skill

39. The college officer insisted that I show him 
my credentials before I could be registered.
(A) books
(B) qualification
(C) statements
(D) identity

40. Amina said that she married a doting man.
(A) loving
(B) uncaring
(C) funny
(D) nagging

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, 
choose the word or group of words that best 
completes each of the following sentences.

41. A loyal citizen ought not to abstain .......... 
voting
(A) in
(B) against
(C) from
(D) by

42. She set ................. preparing lunch when I 
came.
(A) on
(B) at
(C) about
(D) for

43. The ................... engineer designed a new 
machine.
(A) brilliant Nigerian young
(B) Nigerian brilliant young
(C) young Nigerian brilliant
(D) brilliant young Nigerian

44. .................. were asked to represent the 
school at the quiz competition.
(A) I and Ngozi
(B) Ngozi and me
(C) Ngozi and I
(D) Myself and Ngozi

45. I am not going to the stadium with you as I 
............... that  team play before.
(A) am seeing
(B) have seen
(C) had seen
(D) was seeing

46. I won’t be able to come to the party as the 
day’s work has tired me ..............
(A) through
(B) down
(C) out
(D) on

47. It’s been rough so far, ............?
(A) hasn’t it
(B) hadn’t it
(C) isn’t it
(D) wasn’t it

48. The suspect .................. when I entered the 
office.
(A) has been questioned
(B) have been questioned
(C) was being questioned
(D) is being questioned

49. Ada had only .................... time to spend with 
her family before the plane took off.
(A) a little
(B) some
(C) little
(D) small

50. The calculations looked ........... simple that he 
thought he would not  get any of them wrong.
(A) very
(B) quite
(C) so
(D) much

51. The story she was reading made her .............
(A) laughed
(B) to laugh
(C) laugh
(D) laughing

52. .................. people turned out for the rally 
because of the poor publicity.
(A) Few
(B) Quite a few
(C) Only fewer
( D) A few  
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53. The two brothers fell out and refused to live 
................. the same roof.
(A) inside
(B) beneath
(C) in
(D) under

54. The teacher asked,  “.................. will have 
courage to try and lift that heavy log?”
(A) Whom
(B) Which
(C) Who
(D) Whomever

55. My friend and I quarreled last week and 
haven’t ............... yet 
(A) made it out
(B) made up
(C) made out
(D) made it

56. After two years of courtship, Jide is ............ 
Nkechi next Sunday.
(A) getting married to
(B) marrying
(C) to marry to
(D) being married by

57. The visitor was very uncomfortable because 
of his ................. nose 
(A) runny
(B) watery
(C) flowing
(D) running

58. My friend’s car has ................. to a halt.
(A) grinded
(B) grounded
(C) ground
(D) grind

59. It’s time we ......... for the party.
(A) leave
(B) left
(C) have to leave
(D) will leave

60. Bassey was ............... by the girl’s story.
(A) taken away
(B) taken on
(C) taken in
(D) taken up

61. ................., you should put in some effort to 
show that you are interested.
(A) However you are tired
(B) However tired you are
(C) However tired are you
(D) However are you tired

62. ..................... ride a bicycle but he also drives 
a car.
(A) He not only does
(B) Not only he does
(C) He only does not
(D) Not only does he

63. Our plans for the trip fell ............. because we 
had no money. 
(A) down
(B) through
(C) off
(D) out

64. My brother ................... studying in England 
for two years now.
(A) is
(B) has been
(C) was
(D) had been

65. I am not going to the cinema tonight, neither 
.............. you. 
(A) would
(B) are
(C) do
(D) have 

66. No sooner had we started the journey ............ 
we had a flat tyre.
(A) then
(B) that
(C) when
(D) than

67. In this letter, there ............... good news about 
your elder brother.
(A) is some
(B) are
(C) is a 
(D) are some

68. There were men on the job day and night all 
the time that this hotel  ..................
(A) was building
(B) was being built  
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(C) was built
(D) is being built

69. I shall have to start work ............... I can after 
leaving school.
(A) so soon as
(B) as soon
(C) so soon that
(D) as soon as

70. Mary and Jane are always fighting .............
(A) each other
(B) themselves
(C) another
(D) the other 

71. Don’t let him bully you; you must stand up 
.................. him!
(A) for
(B) before
(C) to
(D) against

72. The plane ............ at 2 o’ clock yesterday.
(A) take off
(B) took up
(C) take up
(D) took off

73. It was a long time before his surprise wore 
...................
(A) out
(B) off
(C) through
(D) down

74. The bananas weren’t  ................ ripe enough 
to use today.
(A) almost
(B) scarcely
(C) nearly
(D) hardly

75. I’m sorry I can’t find .............. of the two 
books you lent me.
(A) neither
(B) each
(C) either
(D) any

76. When she visited us, we asked her if she 
............ pounded yam for lunch.
(A) want
(B) wants
(C) wanted
(D) has wanted

In the following passages, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. Against each number in 
the list below each passage, four options are offered in columns lettered A to D. Choose the 
word that is the most suitable to fill the numbered gap in the passages.

Oil is perhaps the most sought-after of all -77- . However, a major difficulty in its -78- is that 
oil -79- are very often found below the sea -80-. As a result, the search for oil is very expensive, 
and unless oil is found there in -81- quantities the companies or government involved are 
liable to lose heavily. Therefore, before -82- starts, extensive surveys are carried out to see 
how much oil, or -83- gas the rock formation is likely to yield.

If the results are favourable an oil rig is towed into position. The rig consists of a main -84- on 
which the men work and a derrick which supports the drill. This drill goes down thousands of 
feet until oil or a -85- of gas is reached. The next stage is to transport the gas or oil to the shore. 
In the case of gas this is normally done by laying a -86- below the sea, but oil on reaching the 
top of the well is more often transported in its -87- state by -88-. On shore it is -89- into 
different fuels or it is treated chemically to turn it into a variety of -90- materials such as 
polythene.

A         B    C              D
77. products     commodities          liquids natural resources
78. manufacture exploration          research investigation
79. fields plants          mines holes 
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80. surface shelf shore bed
81. usable saleable commercial practical
82. mining prospecting drilling digging
83. natural oceanic flammable household
84. ramp foundation scaffold platform
85. pocket marsh baloon stratum
86. cable tunnel pipeline channel
87. raw crude liquid impure
88. tanker boat transporter tug
89. made refined produced manufactured
90. processed industrial artificial synthetic

Publishing is a fast growing business and there are therefore many publishing houses all over the 
country. When -91- is submitted by an author, the publisher sends it to -92- to know if it is 
actually publishable. This step is important because the publisher wants to make sure that the 
book catches the -93- when it is actually published. In a good publishing house, there is -94- 
section which  is concerned with -95- the manuscript and correcting  both the spelling and 
typing errors. After this, the manuscript is -96- in readiness for -97-. The printed -98- are then 
stored in the warehouse and a few fo them may be sent to the author as -99 copies. Since it is not 
just the aim of the publisher to offset the cost of production but also to make some profit, there is 
a strong marketing division which promotes sales. A certain percentage of the cover price of the 
book is paid to the author as -100-.

A  B    C                  D
91. an article an essay a book a manuscript
92. an assessor an evaluator a checker an examiner
93. market audience students shop
94. an error-proof an editorial lithographic an evaluation
95. proof-reading reading over scanning skimming
96. typewritten typeset double-spaced single-spaced
97. photocopying xeroxing binding printing
98. items bulletin copies specimens
99. complementary complimentary acknowledgment sample
100. royalty honorarium dividend interest 
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Answer and Explanations  WASSCE JUNE 2004

(1)   B

(2)   C

(3)   B

(4)   C

(5)   D

(6)   C

(7)   A

(8)   B

(9)   C

(10) A

(11) A

(12) C

(13) C

(14) D

(15) B

(16) D

(17) C

(18) D

(19) C

(20) B

(21) C   

(22) A

(23) A  

(24) C

(25) C 

(26) D 

(27) C  

(28) D 

(29) D

(30) D 

(31) B

(32) B

(33) A

(34) D

(35) C

(36) A

(37) D

(38) D

(39) B

(40) A

(41) C  

(42) C   

(43) D   

(44) C   

(45) B 

(46) C   

(47) A   

(48) C   

(49) A 

(50) C 

(51) C

(52) A

(53) D

(54) C

(55) B

(56) A

(57) A

(58) B

(59) B

(60) C

(61) B   

(62) D  

(63) B 

(64) B 

(65) B 

(66) D   

(67) A 

(68) B 

(69) D   

(70) A 

(71) D

(72) D

(73) B

(74) A

(75) C

(76) C

(77) D

(78) B

(79) A

(80) C

(81) C   

(82) B   

(83) A   

(84) D  

(85) D  

(86) C   

(87) B  

(88) D 

(89) B 

(90) D 

(91) D

(92) D

(93) B

(94) B

(95) A

(96) B

(97) D

(98) C

(99) B

(100) A

SECTION A : ANTONYMS  

Word Meaning Option 

1. rural the countryside urban

2. outspoken very frank taciturn  

3. daring willing to do dangerous thinks timid 

4. natural of or produced by nature not made or caused

 by humans artificial

5. planted to place a seed in the ground to grow harvested

6. intentionally deliberate accidently 

7. carefree to be free from anxiety or responsibility meticulous

8. give in admit a defeat hold on 

9. bravery having or showing courage cowardice

10. care serious attention to avoid damage or risk reckless 
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SECTION B
11. refute: to prove wrong 
12. detests: dislike intensely 
13. publish: produce a book for public sale 
14. censor: ban unacceptable parts of a book, film etc 
15. inconsistent: not in conformity 
16. tolerant: to endure patiently 
17. emigrated: leave one’s own country in order to settle permanently in another 
18. stethoscope: a medical instrument for listening to a person’s heart beat, pulse and lungs
19. indefinite: not clearly defined, vague 
20. legible: clear enough to read  

SECTION C: IDIOMS
Idioms Meaning

21. to be handsomely remunerated to be paid attractive salary 
22. the plan did not materialize the plan did not work out as wished 
23. to do something under duress to be forced to do something 
24. to be given preferential treatment to be well treated 
25. to blow one’s top to get very angry
26. either of you getting the job neither of them would get the job 
27. having a drop too many drunk 
28. not to have noticed should have known 
29. not to go with the crowd no to be unduly influenced by others
30. would grant your request we do not have the money and cannot

 grant your request  
SECTION D: SYNONYMS

Word Meaning Option 
31. incentive something that encourages actions or effort encouragement 
32. profusely plentiful excessively 
33. circumvent evade a difficulty by pass 
34. feasible able to be done, possible practicable 
35. restive restless or impatient restless 
36. obstructing stop or hinder progress hindering 
37. humility the quality of being humble modesty 
38. dexterity skill in performing tasks skill 
39. credentials qualities indicating a persons suitability qualifications 
40. doting to be excessively fond of loving

    
    

 

  304

MASTER THEORY AND OBJECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  



1. The management has neither _____ nor denied 
the rumour that it was going to lay off some 
workers.
(A) pronounced
(B) confirmed
(C) rejected
(D) advertised

2. Instead of ___ the issue, the speaker digressed to 
unimportant matters
(A) summarizing
(B) describing
(C) revealing
(D) addressing

3. The telephone booths were all _____ and I had to 
wait for more than ten minutes for one to become 
vacant.
(A) looked
(B) busy
(C) occupied
(D) ringing

4. While the first battalion halted its nightfall, the 
second ___ to the barracks
(A) returned
(B) set out
(C) proceeded
(D) turned up

5. His father is an ____ driver but he is only a novice 
(A) enlightened
(B) aged
(C) excellent
(D) experienced

6. The arrival of the police at the scene ____ rather 
than mitigated tension.
(A) provoked
(B) heightened
(C) created
(D) prolonged

7. Roses are common in May but _____ in 
November 
(A) dead
(B) strange
(C) rare
(D) extinct

8. A bank clerk should be able to tell easily the 
difference between ______ notes and counterfeit 
one
(A) crisp
(B) good
(C) correct
(D) genuine

9. Last night, Uncle Joe was blind drunk but this 
morning  he is as _____ as a Judge
(A) alert
(B) saintly
(C) strong
(D) sober

10. What I have is only a ___ of the famous painting; 
the original is in the National Museum
(A) duplicate
(B) model
(C) fake
(D) drawing

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 
best completes each of the following sentences.

11. If the jury’s verdict is “not guilty”, the defendant 
will be ______
(A) acquitted
(B) indicted
(C) pardoned
(D) forgiven

12. When all the items on the agenda had been 
discussed, the meeting was _____
(A) adjourned
(B) dismissed
(C) postponed
(D) dissolved

100 QUESTIONS
60 MINUTES

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS WASSCE JUNE 2005

                                      Choose the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the underlined word
                                  and that will at the same time, correctly fill the  gap in the sentence..  
DIRECTION:
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13. Because the new venture was ____ many 
businessmen and women went into it.
(A) rich
(B) manageable
(C) lucrative
(D) satisfying

14. We saw a ______ of lions at the game 
reserve.
(A) pride
(B) family
(C) band
(D) group

15. Many educationists feel that ____ 
punishment should still be retained in 
schools
(A) capital
(B) corporal 
(C) corporate
(D) physical

16. Freedom of movement is a ____ right of 
every citizen
(A) fundamental
(B) negotiated
(C) privilege
(D) respected

17. The river _____ towards the sea
(A) meandered 
(B) rolled
(C) ran
(D) trickled

18. I ____ that our team will win the match 
tomorrow 
(A) certify
(B) conclude
(C) announce
(D) predict

19. If found guilty, he will ____ all the wealth he 
has amassed illegally.
(A) forgo (B) abandon
(C) repay (D) forfeit

20. At a ____ of 200 kilometres an hour, the 
hurricane swept away everything in its path.
(A) movement
(B) flow
(C) velocity
(D) drive

 After each of the following sentences, a list of 
possible interpretations is given.  Choose the 
interpretation that you consider most 
appropriate for each sentences.

21. Ladies and gentlemen, the worst may be 
over, but we are not out of the woods yet.  
This means that we are 
(A) still in the forest
(B) not yet ready to celebrate our success
(C) likely to encounter more difficulties
(D) not sure of ourselves

22. When I leave this country, it will be for good.  
This means that I will
(A) never come back
(B) leave for better conditions elsewhere
(C) become an adventurer
(D) Improve my ways

23. When she confronted her husband, he hung 
his head and didn’t answer her questions.   
This means that he was 
(A) defiant
(B) ashamed and embarrassed
(C) caught unawares
(D) angry with her

24. All our plans fell through at the last moment.  
This means that we
(A) not telling the truth
(B) not friendly 
(C) afraid
(D) timid

25. The police knew that the suspect was not 
being straight with them.  This means that the 
suspect was
(A) were exposed
(B) delayed
(C) were abandoned
(D) failed

26. After his prison experience, Etim decided to 
go straight.  This means that he decided to 
(A) hold his head up and walk with defiance
(B) change his religion
(C) live an honest life
(D) stop using drugs  
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27. The teacher spoke with his tongue in his 
cheek when he said that lazy Ade was the best 
pupil. This means that the teacher
(A) did not mean what he said
(B) was disappointed
(C) was angry
(D) tried to encourage Ade

28. They did not know what to expect and so 
decided to play it by ear. This means that they 
decided to
(A) listen attentively to everyone
(B) act according to circumstances
(C) pretend to be deaf
(D) prepare for the worst

29. Ojo decided that the best course of action was 
to play along with them for the time being.  
This means that he decided to
(A) join their team temporarily
(B) entertain them for a while
(C) pretend to agree with them
(D) be playful with them

30. The conference was attended by people from 
all walks of life. This means that the 
conference was attended by people 
(A) of all races
(B) who had traveled widely 
(C) from all professions
(D) from different part of the world

From the words lettered A to D below each of the 
following sentences, choose the word that is 
nearest in meaning to the underlined word as it is 
used in the sentence.

31. Amina is the one who initiated the quarrel, 
not Nike!
(A) started
(B) stopped
(C) settled
(D) fuelled

32. She was reprimanded by her boss for 
negligence
(A) sacked
(B) rebuked
(C) punished
(D) surcharged

33. Why should I retract my statement when it is 
nothing but the truth?
(A) alter
(B) deny
(C) withdraw
(D) condemn

34. The doctor diagnosed the tumour as 
malignant
(A) deadly
(B) painful
(C) infectious
(D) minor

35. In tropical Africa, mosquitoes are ubiquitous
(A) dangerous
(B) harmful
(C) troublesome
(D) everywhere

36. It soon became obvious that a confrontation 
was inevitable
(A) disastrous
(B) unavoidable
(C) desirable
(D) imminent

37. They insisted that the omission of my name 
had been inadvertent
(A) unintentional
(B) unconditional
(C) improper
(D) unfortunate

38. The police announced that they were yet to 
apprehend the criminals.
(A) interrogate
(B) charge
(C) prosecute
(D) arrest

39. He is easily recognizable because of a 
conspicuous birthmark on his face.
(A) dark
(B) beautiful
(C) prominent
(D) natural

40. The fishing boat was imperilled by high 
winds, but it managed to reach port safely.
(A) pushed (B) endangered
(C) disturbed (D) blown
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From the word or group of words lettered A to D, 
choose the word or group of words that best 
completes each of the following sentences

41. Surprisingly, Musa turned ______ the job
(A) away
(B) in
(C) out
(D) down

42. We have no choice _____ to do what they 
demand
(A) except
(B) than
(C) unless
(D) but

43. The committee has submitted its report 
_____ the student’s riot
(A) in
(B) for
(C) about
(D) on

44. The chairman told members that he was open 
____ suggestions
(A) to
(B) for
(C) about
(D) on

45. The policeman shot the escaping robber ____ 
the leg
(A) on
(B) in
(C) at
(D) into

46. For the management, your remarks amount 
to a slap _____ the face
(A) on 
(B) upon
(C) at
(D) in

47. She does not remember ______ to anyone at 
the park 
(A) to talk
(B) to be talking
(C) talking
(D) to have talked

48. This portion is to be shared between 
(A) us and them
(B) we and them
(C) us and they
(D) we and they

49. Joel is one of those fanatical sports fans ___ 
about nothing else.
(A) who talks
(B) who talked
(C) who talk
(D) who is talking

50. I will see you ______ tomorrow
(A) when I return
(B) after I have returned
(C) after I might have returned
(D) when I have returned

51. But for the night guard’s vigilance, the 
factory ______ burgled
(A) would be
(B) will be
(C) would have been
(D) will have been

52. No sooner ______ it started to rain
(A) did he arrive home when
(B) had he arrived home than
(C) than he arrived home
(D) will have been

53. Hardly a day goes by _____ he doesn’t think 
of her 
(A) that
(B) when
(C) while
(D) without

54. Scarcely had I opened the door _____ the dog 
came running in
(A) as
(B) before
(C) than
(D) when

55. Several _____ attended the two-day, summit.
(A) head of state
(B) heads of states
(C) heads of state
(D) head of states  
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56. You haven’t  seen this man before,...?
(A) Isn’t it so
(B) have you
(C) is it so
(D) isn’t it

57. I saw him again ___ last week
(A) some time
(B) sometimes
(C) one time
(D) sometime

58. She bought a ___ handbag
(A) red beautiful leather
(B) beautiful leather red
(C) beautiful red leather
(D) leather beautiful red

59. It was the headboy that took the book 
away_____?
(A) didn’t he
(B) wasn’t he
(C) wasn’t  it
(D) isn’t it

60. ________ my father took me to England
(A) At the age of ten
(B) Being ten years old
(C) When I was ten
(D) At ten years old

61. The teacher wanted to know if all our 
homework ______ submitted
(A) have been
(B) has been
(C) had been
(D) is beeing

62. The man denied ____ the company’s 
property.
(A) stolen
(B) to have stolen
(C) to have stealing
(D) stealing

63. The day I won a visa  lottery was the _____ 
day of my life
(A) happy
(B) very happy
(C) happiest
(D) happier

64. Ebiere invited ____ to her birthday party.
(A) Bola and I
(B) myself and Bola
(C) Bola and me
(D) Bola and myself

65. The company employs only experienced 
_____ mature workers
(A) and
(B) but
(C) well
(D) very

66. Adamu looked at his watch and said: “It’s 
high time we ____ home”
(A) must go
(B) went
(C) should go
(D) go

67. She claims ____ a ghost last night
(A) seeing
(B) to be seeing
(C) to have seen
(D) having seen

68. We had better _____ now, or we’ll miss the 
train
(A) left
(B) leave
(C) be leaving
(D) to leave

69. She ____ the sleeping baby on the bed 
(A) lay
(B) lies
(C) lied
(D) laid

70. “________ we rather go home?” He asked
(A) shouldn’t
(B) can’t
(C) won’t
(D) mustn’t

71. I know that song very well; we ____ it 
everyday when I was in primary school
(A) sang
(B) had sung
(C) have sung
(D) sing  
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72. They ______ the competition when we 
arrived
(A) begun
(B) have begun
(C) had begun
(D) beign

73. If you ____ early, you will get there before 
nightfall.
(A) left
(B) are leaving
(C) had left
(D) leave

74. The test was so difficult that _____ students 
passed.
(A) some few
(B) a few
(C) few
(D) fewest

75. Please can you __ ___money?
(A) lend me little 
(B) borrow me a little
(C) lend me some
(D) borrow me some

76. _______ at 5 o’clock every morning was one 
of the regulations he detested most at school
(A) to be waking up
(B) waking up

(C) Having to be waking up
(D) to be waking

77. If you had waited five minutes longer, you 
___ her 
(A) would be able to see
(B) will be able to see
(C) would have been able to see
(D) will have seen

78. She asked the driver to _____ at the school 
gate
(A) drop her
(B) drop her down
(C) drop her out
(D) drop her in

79. She told me that she always ____ the  
television before going to bed
(A) switch off
(B) off
(C) switched off
(D) switches off

80. “I ____ the new principal,” Obi said
(A) look forward to meet
(B) look forward to having met
(C) am looking forward to meeting
(D) am looking forward to meet

In the following passages, the numbered gaps indicate missing words.  Against each number 
in the list below each passage, four options are offered in columns lettered A to D.  Choose the 
word that is the most suitable to fill the numbered gap in the passages.

Birds are instantly recognizable __81__, perhaps because of their ability to __82__.  Some 
people might consider their shape the most distinguishing __83__.  Everyone, however 
agrees on the characteristics that a bird  possesses: two __84__, feathers two legs, a toothless 
__85__, warm blood, and the ability to __86__eggs.  The modern system of __87__ birds is 
like a pyramid, with the base formed by 8,514 different __88__.  A convenient __89__ of this 
system recognizes a group of birds which does not normally __90__ with other groups.

A B     C           D
81.              beings                    creatures                         things       mammals
82. soar dive glide fly
83. possession mark feature sign
84. arms flaps forearms wings
85. mouth lip beak gum
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86. produce provide lay give
87. classifying arranging ordering numbering
88. species birds types varieties
89. judgment explanation statements name
90. agree mate fly go

One of the most precious gifts human kind has been given is the power to __91__.  With it, we 
pass vital __92__ to one another either __93__ or by non - vocal methods, such as __94__.  
Freedom of __95__ is, in fact, a widely contested issue throughout the world.  Some have, 
therefore, assumed that communication is the __96_ of only humans.

Yet, research shows that animals __97__ information in intricate ways that often baffle 
humans.  Yes, they “speak” not with words, but through visual signals such as __98__ tails, 
twitching ears, or __99__ wings.  Other forms of animal communication may involve the use 
of voice, such as a bark, a roar, a snarl, or __100__.  Some of the ‘languages” are obvious to 
humans, while others require much scientific study to detect.

A B           C                    D
91. communicate inform tell say
92. news words things information
93. quickly verbally secretly symbolically
94. smiling nodding gestures winking
95. speaking  speech saying expressing
96. preserve belonging property policy
97. give  receive handle exchange
98. shaking moving wagging showing
99. rotating flapping raising feathering
100. noise music whistling song
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Answer and Explanations  WASSCE JUNE 2005

(1)   B

(2)   D

(3)   C

(4)   C

(5)   D

(6)   B

(7)   C

(8)  D

(9)   D

(10) B

(11) A

(12) A

(13) C

(14) A

(15) B

(16) A

(17) A

(18) D

(19) D

(20) C

(21) C   

(22) B

(23) B  

(24) D

(25) A 

(26) C 

(27) A  

(28) B 

(29) C

(30) C 

(31) A

(32) B

(33) C

(34) A

(35) D

(36) B

(37) A

(38) D

(39) C

(40) B

(41) D  

(42) D   

(43) D   

(44) A   

(45) A 

(46) A   

(47) C   

(48) A   

(49) C 

(50) A 

(51) C

(52) B

(53) A

(54) D

(55) C

(56) B

(57) D

(58) C

(59) B

(60) A

(61) C   

(62) D  

(63) C 

(64) C 

(65) A 

(66) B  

(67) C 

(68) B 

(69) D   

(70) A 

(71) A

(72) C

(73) D

(74) C

(75) C

(76) B

(77) C

(78) A

(79) C

(80) C

(81) B   

(82) D   

(83) C   

(84) D  

(85) C  

(86) C   

(87) A  

(88) A 

(89) B 

(90) B 

(91) A

(92) D

(93) B

(94) C

(95) B

(96) A

(97) D

(98) C

(99) B

(100) C

SECTION A ANTONYMS 

Word Meaning Option 

1. denied refused to admit the truth or existence of confirmed 

2. digressed depart from the main subject temporarily addressing 

3. vacant not occupied or filled occupied 

4. halted bring or come to a sudden stop proceeded

5. novice a person new to and lacking experience in a job 

or situation            experienced

6. mitigated to make less severe or serious heightened 

7. common occurring, fond, or done often rare 

8. counterfeit not genuine, forged genuine 

9. blind drunk state of stupor sober

10. original something produced rather than copied duplicate
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SECTION B
11. acquitted: declares to be not guilty
12. adjourned: break off a meeting until later
13. lucrative: making a large profit 
14. pride: pleasure gained from achievements, qualities or possessions 
15. corporal: physical punishment e.g canning
16. fundamental: of basic importance 
17. meandered: follow a winding course 
18. predict: to fore cast or fore tell
19. forfeit: lose property or a right as penalty for wrong doing 
20. velocity: speed   

SECTION C IDIOMS
Idioms Meaning

21. not out of the woods like to encounter more difficulties
22. to leave for good to leave for better conditions elsewhere 
23. he hung his head ashamed and embarrassed
24. fell through failed 
25. not being straight not telling the truth 
26. to go straight to live an honest life 
27. speak with the tongue in the cheek not to mean what one is saying 
28. to play it by ear to act according to circumstances 
29. to play along with them pretend to agree with them 
30. people from all walks of life people from all professions 

  
SECTION D: SYNONYMS

Word Meaning Option 
31. initiated to begin something started 
32. reprimanded a formal expression of disapproval rebuked 
33. retract draw or be drawn back withdraw 
34. malignant very dangerous and deadly deadly 
35. ubiquitous found everywhere everywhere
36. inevitable certain to happen unavoidable
37. inadvertent unintentional unintentional 
38. apprehend to arrest arrest 
39. conspicuous clearly visible prominent
40. imperilled to endanger endangered     
    

 

  313

MASTER THEORY AND OBJECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  



1. My uncle is a prosperous business man; my aunt, 
unfortunately, is quite ________
(A) unskilful
(B) dishonest
(C) unsuccessful
(D) unqualified

2. The university has a large yearly intake: very few 
______ take place.
(A) turnouts
(B) rejections
(C) expulsions
(D) obstructions.

3. Rather than make derogatory remarks about the 
host, a guest should make ______ ones.
(A) polite
(B) complimentary
(C) interesting
(D) honest

4. Our mechanized services contrast sharply with 
the _______ operations we had before.
(A) electrical
(B) controlled
(C) original
(D) manual

5. After Ade had listened to some advice, his rigid 
ideas became more _______
(A) friendly
(B) compromising
(C) flexible
(D) democratic

6. The policies of this government favour the elite 
rather than the ________
(A) masses
(B) oppressed
(C) public
(D) unemployed  

7. God opposes the proud and rewards the _______
(A) poor
(B) honest
(C) humble
(D) faithful

8. The pilot says that it is easier to take off from the 
airport than to _____ on the tarmac.
(A) land
(B) come down
(C) alight
(D) drop

9. Although Chide’s manners are quite refined, his 
colleague’s are rather _____
(A) bold
(B) crude
(C) hostile
(D) rash

10. I am quite outspoken but my brother is ______
(A) dumb
(B) indolent
(C) taciturn
(D) modest

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 
best completes each of the following sentences.

11. All the people in the bus died in that _____ 
accident.
(A) serious
(B) reckless
(C) fatal
(D) paradox

12. What a ________! The more you look, the less 
you see.
(A) wonder
(B) miracle
(C) challenge
(D) paradox

100 QUESTIONS
60 MINUTES

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS WASSCE JUNE 2006

                                      Choose the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the underlined word
                                  and that will at the same time, correctly fill the  gap in the sentence..  
DIRECTION:
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13. The soldiers pledged their _____ loyalty  to 
the new government.
(A) enduring
(B) tireless
(C) complete
(D) questionable

14. There is an interesting article in the  ______ 
issue of West Africa.
(A) existing
(B) current
(C) contemporary
(D) actual

15. After interrogation, the police ______ the 
information from the suspect.
(A) exposed
(B) wrung
(C) received
(D) obtained

16. Mr. Cham will never tell you everything; he’s 
very ______
(A) secretive
(B) quiet
(C) reserved
(D) realistic

17. The two trade unions decided to _____ 
in order to form a stronger 
Organization.
(A) intermix
(B) amalgamate
(C) consolidate
(D) join

18. Many countries no longer have _______ 
punishment as the penalty for murder.
(A) mortal
(B) corporal
(C) capital
(D) fatal

19. ________ packages should always be 
handled with care.
(A) insecure
(B) fragile
(C) weak
(D) boxed.

20. Because of the hard times, many workers live 
in ________ poverty.

(A) repulsive
(B) ridiculous
(C) abject
(D) unpardonable

After each of the following sentences, a list of 
possible interpretations is given. Choose the 
interpretation that you consider most 
appropriate for each sentence.

21. It’s obvious that John set little store by our 
friendship. This means that John
(A) does not value our friendship
(B) does not remember our friendship
(C) thinks we’ve been friends for too long
(D) thinks it’s easy to make friends.

22. The general wondered whether the new 
recruits were equal to the task ahead. This 
means that the general wasn’t sure whether 
the new recruits
(A) were sufficient in number
(B) were old enough
(C) had enough experience
(D) could do the job

23. Not a single member of the board put in a 
good word for him. This means that 
(A) all the members criticized him
(B) none of the members said anything 

favourable about him
(C) some of the members disliked him
(D) none of the members spoke kindly of him

24. Joe is very down to earth. This means that Joe 
is
(A) a good farmer
(B) rather short
(C) practical and sensible
(D) rough and dirty

25. Mary kept her fingers crossed about hearing 
from John. This means that Mary
(A) had her fingers crossed all day long
(B) waited to see John
(C) hoped John would contact her
(D) refused to write to John

26. Researchers leave no stone unturned in their 
quest for solutions. This means that 
researchers 
(A) overturn everything
(B) do everything possible  
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(D) need a lot of help

27. Ebrima’s stepmother keeps his nose to the 
grindstone. This means that Ebrima’s 
stepmother
(A) makes Ebrima work very hard
(B) nakes Ebrima work all the time
(C) keeps her hand on his mose
(D) forces him to grind stones

28. Most people usually steer a middle course in 
all they do. This means that most people
(A) travel quite slowly
(B) work very hard
(C) live and do things moderately
(D) do not drive very fast

29. She delivered her speech without turning a 
hair. This means that she delivered her speech 
without
(A) any emotion
(B) combing her hair
(C) nodding
(D) looking up

30. Although wrestling is popular, it is not my 
cup of tea. This means that wrestling
(A) is rough
(B) is a primitive game
(C) does not interest me
(D) is not lucrative

From the words lettered A to D below each of the 
following sentences, choose the word or group of 
words that is nearest in meaning to the 
underlined word as it is used in the sentence.

31. The marathon is a gruelling race.
(A) powerful
(B) exhausting
(C) interesting
(D) distant 

32. The works of art in this gallery are priceless
(A) irreplaceable
(B) precious
(C) invaluable
(D) durable

33. The detective was perplexed when the clues 
pointed to several suspects
(A) excited
(B) worried

(C) disturb everybody (C) confused
(D) discouraged  

34. My father was sceptical about the story I told 
him.
(A) ignorant
(B) doubtful
(C) embarrassed
(D) lukewarm

35. The suspect refused to divulge the source of 
his information.
(A) confirm
(B) disclose
(C) extract
(D) affirm

36. My uncle was so engrossed in his work that 
he didn’t hear me come in.
(A) fascinated
(B) thrilled
(C) absorbed
(D) overwhelmed

37. The politician has an inordinate desire to 
become president.
(A) unproven
(B) excessive
(C) incessant
(D) incredible

38. The chairman was given a tumultous 
welcome.
(A) strange
(B) pleasant
(C) noisy
(D) well-organized

39. Mr. Okoro has implicit confidence in his 
son’s ability.
(A) absolute
(B) normal
(C) partial
(D) faithful

40. The evidence of the witness was 
corroborated by the accused.
(A) verified
(B) alleged
(C) confirmed
(D) signed  
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From the words or group of words lettered A to D, 
choose the word or group of words that best 
completes each of the following sentences. 

41. Do you speak French? ‘Only _____ I’m 
afraid’.
(A) small
(B) negligible
(C) little
(D) few

42. Whatever you buy, always look for the _____ 
bargain.
(A) good
(B) best
(C) better
(D) more

43. We heard grandfather ______  the organ.
(A) plays
(B) played
(C) play
(D) to play

44. Are you sure this is _____ shop?
(A) John’s and Elizabeth
(B) John and Elizabeth’s
(C) John’s and Elizabeth’s
(D) John and Elizabeth

45. The driver risked ______ the car ahead of 
him.
(A) overtaking
(B) to overtake
(C) overtake
(D) overtaken

46. You can count on ______ boys to finish the 
word.
(A) we
(B) us
(C) they
(D) them

47. You think I’m being difficult, ________?
(A) am I
(B) isn’t it
(C) aren’t
(D) don’t you

48. It took him ages to get _____ his father’s 
death.

(A) through
(B) past
(C) over
(D) by

49. I have never read _____ book in all my life.
(A) the more frightening
(B) the frightening
(C) a most frightening
(D) a more frightening

50. Mbinki runs _____ as fast as I.
(A) indeed
(B) pretty
(C) much
(D) just

51. This is an improvement ______ your last 
report.
(A) of
(B) on
(C) over
(D) against

52. He threw the banana skin _____ the window.
(A) by
(B) over
(C) at
(D) through

53. Each of the footballers ______ to receive 
$1000.00
(A) are
(B) is
(C) have
(D) were

54. Our tour of the tower came to an end all ____
soon.
(A) much
(B) rather
(C) too
(D) more

55. How I wish they _____ the note before 
coming.
(A) received
(B) had received
(C) have received
(D) received
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56. You ______  to me when you were away.
(A) have not written
(B) had not written
(C) did not write
(D) are not writing

57. No matter _______ you look at it, her lawyer 
will lose the case.
(A) how
(B) when
(C) however
(D) whichever

58. By the time school opens, I ______ here for 
eight weeks.
(A) worked
(B) will work
(C) will be working
(D) will have worked

59. Your mobile phone has ______ ten times in 
the last hour.
(A) rang
(B) rung
(C) been ringing
(D) being rung

60. The manager wanted to study the document 
______ the background of the latest 
development.
(A) against (B) with
(C) in (D) over

61. As soon as he heard the bell, he _____ to the 
door.
(A) was hurrying
(B) hurries
(C) hurried
(D) has to hurry

62. The principal made us _____ the work again.
(A) do 
(B) to do 
(C) to be doing
(D) doing

63. ________ an ambulance, the child’s life 
would have been saved.
(A) did we have
(B) have we had
(C) have we have
(D) had we had

 

64. Really, I wouldn’t say this to _______.
(A) no other
(B) each other
(C) any other
(D) another

65. If I had known that he was going home _____
him some money for my mother.
(A) I would have given
(B) I should give
(C) I must give
(D) I ought to have given.

66. He said he was looking forward to ______
them next year.
(A) visit
(B) visiting
(C) have visited
(D) be visiting

67. The customer complained about _____ on 
the shirt delivered to him.
(A) grease
(B) plenty grease
(C) little grease
(D) more grease

68. The surgeon was in a hurry to operate ______ 
the patient.
(A) over
(B) in
(C) on 
(D) with

69. She added ______ vegetables to her stew.
(A) little
(B) some
(C) plenty
(D) much

70. Please include ______ sites for our 
excursions.
(A) all the interesting, many, historical
(B) the many, all interesting, historical
(C) the all historical, interesting
(D) all the many, interesting, historical

71. Only one of the contestants ______ able to 
answer the question correctly.
(A) can be
(B) are
(C) was
(D) were  

  318

MASTER THEORY AND OBJECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  



72. ________ to school, it began to rain heavily.
(A) walking
(B) As I was walking
(C) I was walking
(D) When walking

73. Since they started this assignment, they ____
any success.
(A) did not have
(B) are not having
(C) have not had
(D) do not have

74. The President ______ his wife and children is 
leaving for Paris.
(A) or (B) and
(C) with (D) despite

75. Johnson was glad _______ of your success.
(A) for hearing (B) with hearing
(C) by hearing (D) to hear

76. You can accompany me if you ______ to my 
terms.
(A) agree
(B) are agreeing
(C) had agreed
(D) agreed

77. He told his family that he _______ in three 
weeks.
(A) is returning
(B) would return
(C) has returned
(D) will return

78. It is _______ important that you stay indoors 
tonight.
(A) extremely
(B) too
(C) very much
(D) very well

In the following passages, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. Against each number in 
the list below each passage, four options are offered in columns lettered A to D, choose the 
word that is the most suitable to fill the numbered gaps in the passages.

The problem of unemployment is very great in many African countries. The -79- of labour is 
always far greater than the number of -80- provided. Consequently, there are armies of job 
seekers roaming the streets. It is the responsibility of the government to create jobs and 
organise -81- programmes in order to achieve greater employment. -82- can be sunk into these 
-83-, which can absorb more -84-. A man with a regular job will be able to feed himself and 
save a little in the bank which will earn him some -85-. The government could raise money 
through a rational economic -86-, whereby undue consumption of luxury and foreign goods is 
discourage. The country’s -87- structure can also be planned so that nationals are encouraged 
to work harder for adequate incentives. The government can also protect -88- industries.

A B C D
79. circulation distribution stock supply
80. work jobs careers activities
81. impact crash turnover remedial
82. Capital Salaries Reserves Income
83. plans arrangements projects concepts
84. effort officers labourers workers
85. increment interest credit surplus
86. objective goal policy solution
87. salary tariff insurance family
88. poor infant competing complementary
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My country is considered to be an industrialised nation. Out of its 25 million -89- only about a 
million are employed in -90-. A very large portion of its surface consists of -91- areas. The rest 
of the land is used for the -92- of food. In the north there is wide open land to which owners of -
93- have grazing -94-. The greater part of this area consists of -95- land ploughed up for crops 
of grain, roots or just grass fields used for permanent -96-. Our agriculture does not follow any 
uniform pattern. There are different types of -97-. About a third of them -98- the farms which 
they occupy. The rest are tenant farmers who have -99- their farms form big -100-.

A B C D
89. citizens townsmen occupants squatters
90. harvesting agriculture gardening ranching
91. urban city rural cultivated
92. manufacture output production distribution
93. hatcheries poultry tractors livestock
94. capacity rights authority possibilities
95. fertilized arable rocky water-logged
96. lawns plots pasture patches
97. farmers growers breeders grazers
98. monopolize keep reserve owns
99. taken hired leased borrowed
100. landlords landowners plot holders house owners
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Answer and Explanations  WASSCE JUNE 2006

(1)   C

(2)   C

(3)   B

(4)   D

(5)   C

(6)   A

(7)   C

(8)  A

(9)   B

(10) C

(11) C

(12) D

(13) C

(14) B

(15) D

(16) C

(17) B

(18) C

(19) B

(20) C

(21) A   

(22) D

(23) B  

(24) C

(25) C 

(26) B 

(27) B  

(28) C 

(29) A

(30) C 

(31) B

(32) C

(33) C

(34) B

(35) B

(36) C

(37) B

(38) C

(39) A

(40) C

(41) C  

(42) B   

(43) C   

(44) B   

(45) A 

(46) A   

(47) D   

(48) C   

(49) D 

(50) D 

(51) B

(52) D

(53) B

(54) C

(55) B

(56) C

(57) A

(58) D

(59) B

(60) A

(61) C   

(62) A  

(63) D 

(64) C 

(65) A 

(66) B  

(67) A 

(68) C 

(69) B   

(70) D 

(71) C

(72) B

(73) C

(74) C

(75) D

(76) A

(77) B

(78) A

(79) D

(80) B

(81) D   

(82) A   

(83) C   

(84) D  

(85) B  

(86) C   

(87) A  

(88) B 

(89) A 

(90) B 

(91) C

(92) C

(93) D

(94) B

(95) B

(96) C

(97) A

(98) D

(99) C

(100) B

SECTION A:  ANTONYMS 

Word Meaning Option 

1. prosperous rich and successful unsuccessful  

2. intake an amount taken in expulsion 

3. derogatory offensive or disrespectful complimentary 

4. mechanized equipped with machinery manual 

5. rigid unable to bend flexible 

6. elite a group regarded as superior and favoured masses 

7. proud feeling superior than others humble 

8. take off to become airborne land

9. refined improved by making minor changes crude 

10. outspoken very frank / bold in speech taciturn 

 

 

  321

MASTER THEORY AND OBJECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  



SECTION B: VOCABULARY
11. fatal: causing death or disaster 
12. paradox: a statement that seems to contradict itself but may infact be true
13. complete: to the greatest degree 
14. current: happening or being used now 
15. obtained: come into possession of 
16. secretive: inclined to hide one’s feeling or withhold information
17. amalgamate: combine or unite 
18. capital: involving the death penalty 
19. fragile: easily broken or damaged 
20. abject: wretched  

SECTION C IDIOMS
Idioms Meaning

21. to set little store not value something 
22. to be equal to the task capable of doing something 
23. put in a good word for him not to say anything favourable 
24. down to earth practical and sensible 
25. to keep one’s finger crossed to wait for something or somebody 
26. leave no stone unturned do everything possible 
27. keep one’s nose to the grindstone make him/her work all the time 
28. to steer a middle course in all things to live and do things moderately 
29. do something without turning a  hair without emotions 
30. not my cup of tea does not interest me

SECTION D SYNONYMS
Word Meaning Option 

31. grueling very tiring exhausting 
32. priceless very valuable invaluable 
33. perplexed puzzled greatly confused
34. sceptical not easily convinced; having doubts doubtful
35. divulged to reveal an information disclose 
36. engrossed absorbed all the attention of absorbed 
37. inordinate usually large excessive 
38. tumultuous a loud / confused noise noisy 
39. implicit total and unquestioning absolute 
40. corroborated to confirm or support confirmed   
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100 QUESTIONS
60 MINUTES

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS WASSCE JUNE 2007

                                      Choose the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the underlined word
                                  and that will at the same time, correctly fill the  gap in the sentence..  
DIRECTION:

1. At first we found life in town very exciting but 
soon it became rather _________
(A) tiring
(B) disturbing
(C) burdensome
(D) boring

2. By working hard, Benjamin outshone his elder 
brother instead of being _________
(A) overshadowed
(B) defeated
(C) demoted
(D) submerged

3. When we were busy discussing weighty matters, 
James introduced a _________ issue.
(A) light
(B) meaningless
(C) common
(D) trivial

4. The delegates found it better to resort to 
consultation rather than _________
(A) conflict
(B) confrontation
(C) reconciliation
(D) consent

5. This house which was sealed off years ago has 
now been _________
(A) re-opened
(B) rebuilt
(C) re-roofed
(D) restored

6. The government has decided that, from next year 
military service will no longer be compulsory. It 
will be _________
(A) free
(B) optional
(C) open
(D) conditional

7. Co-operating with teachers promotes learning, ti 
does not help to be _________
(A) destructive
(B) confrontational
(C) defensive
(D) irrational

8. Only two months after the honour was conferred 
on the Minister, his dishonesty made the Head of 
State _________ it.
(A) recall
(B) reverse
(C) revoke
(D) reclaim

9. Despite all my attempts to refute the charges 
against me, my sister tried to _________ them.
(A) defend
(B) prove
(C) investigate
(D) maintain

10. The government’s efforts to improve the 
economy of the country rather _________ it.
(A) destroyed
(B) spoilt
(C) complicated
(D) worsened

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 
best completes each of the following sentences.

11. I really like working in that office; I found the 
_________ very friendly.
(A) condition
(B) atmosphere
(C) air
(D) situation

12. Our teacher’s main aim was to _________ us with 
his good work.
(A) impress
(B) influence
(C) instruct
(D) improve  
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13. Problems in the city have multiplied with the 
_________ of people from the rural areas.
(A) entrance
(B) influx
(C) intrusion
(D) admission

14. It was so hot in the house that the boys rushed to 
the beach to enjoy the .
(A) breath
(B) wind
(C) breeze
(D) air

15. The thief ran so fast that my attempt to get him 
was in _________.
(A) failure
(B) waste
(C) futile
(D) vain

16. The hungry refugees had to queue for their 
_________.
(A) allowances
(B) needs
(C) supplies
(D) parcels

17. This land is very dry; we have to _________ the 
plants.
(A) wet
(B) sprinkle
(C) shower
(D) water

18. It is not right for you to insult your parents; you 
will just _________ trouble for yourself.
(A) invite
(B) increase
(C) create
(D) produce

19. The meeting of the warring factions ended on a 
_________ note.
(A) cautious
(B) prosperous
(C) conciliatory
(D) definite

20. We cannot tell which of the historian’s 
_________ is true.
(A) narrations
(B) versions
(C) comments
(D) suggestions

After each of the following sentences, a list of possible 
interpretations is given. Choose the interpretation that 
you consider most appropriate for each sentence.

21. Now that Michael has become rich, Nancy has 
begun to make much of him. This means that 
Nancy
(A) now values Michael
(B) now gets a lot of money
(C) only recently married Michael
(D) no longer wants to leave Michael.

22. We wanted to arrive early so we decided to 
leave at 10 o’ clock at the latest. This means 
that we
(A) must leave at 10 o’ clock
(B) should not leave later than 10 o’ clock 
(C)  should not leave before 10 o’ clock 
(D) must leave about 10 o’ clock 

23. My brother’s drunkenness often got on my 
nerves. This means that my brother ’s 
drunkenness
(A) disgraced him (B)  made him ill
(C) made me angry (D)  offended me

24. The government has decided to freeze student 
grants. This means that the government intends 
to
(A) reduce grants meant for students
(B) resume paying grants to students
(C) make students repay the grants
(D) stop paying grants to students.

25. The first time Paul met Ngozi, her beauty caught  
his eye. This means that 
(A) Ngozi admired Paul
(B) Paul recognized Ngozi
(C) Ngozi attracted Paul
(D) Paul surprised Ngozi

26. Mr. Juma kept his class on their toes so that 
they might not fail the examination. This m e a n s  
that Mr. Juma made his pupils
(A) work very hard to pass
(B) keep standing in class
(C) prepare for the examination 
(D) eager to take examinations

27. The President did everything he could not to 
lose face with Parliament. This means that 
the  President tried to 
(A) retain his government’s popularity
(B) continue looking very attractive
(C) win the respect of the people
(D) gain more seats in the next elections.
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28. Drought, for the first time, brought the poor 
farmers face-to-face with famine. This 
means that the farmers has never 
(A) expected to meet hungry people
(B) thought the season would be dry
(C) prepared for famine
(D) experienced hunger in their lives.

29. You can be sure that Sule will hold his own in 
this dispute. This means that Sule will 
(A) claim victory in the case
(B) insist that he owns the property
(C) maintain that his opinion is right
(S) prove that he won the argument

30. The captain must have been really ill to ask 
the coach not to include hm in the team. This 
means that the captain 
(A) demanded not to be excluded by the 

coach.
(B) coach would not have dropped the 

captain
(C) coach had decided to exclude the 

captain
(D) captain requested to be dropped from the 

team.

From the words lettered A to D below each of the 
following sentences, choose the word or group of 
words that is nearest in meaning to the 
underlined word as it is used in the sentence.

31. It was callous of you to have turned down the 
poor man’s request
(A) heartless
(B) stupid 
(C) rude
(D) skilful

32. After a long walk the travellers suddenly saw 
lights blazing ahead.
(A) burning
(B) shining
(C) glowing
(D) beaming

33. John said nothing during the meeting; he just 
sat there fuming.
(A) thinking
(B) shining
(C) glowing
(D) beaming

34. The employees hated him because he often 
abused his authority.
(A) insulted
(B) misdirected
(C) misapplied
(D) exaggerated

35. The minister abridged his speech since he had 
to leave early.
(A) shortened
(B) hurried
(C) abandoned
(D) stopped

36. For rescuing the boy, the policewoman was 
promoted for her gallantry
(A) generosity
(B) bravery
(C) risk
(D) duty

37. Nora’s goal was to become a doctor.
(A) intention
(B) vision
(C) ambition
(D) mission

38. Our staff was very proud when the school 
clinched all the prizes. 
(A) took
(B) won
(C) possessed 
(D) cornered

39. Mamie complains that her husband relegates 
her to the position of a housemaid.
(A) compares
(B) relates
(C) forces
(D) reduces

40. There is no vacancy so the company no 
longer recruits staff.
(A) position
(B) opening
(C) room
(D) place

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, 
choose the word or group of words that best 
completes each of the following sentences. 

  325

MASTER THEORY AND OBJECTIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  



41. The police are committed to _________ safety 
of citizens.
(A) ensure
(B) have ensured
(C) ensuring
(D) be ensuring

42. No sooner had the thief seen the policemen 
_________ he escaped.
(A) then
(B) when
(C) that
(D) than

43. Our teacher kept us kneeling _________ the 
whole period.

(A) since
(B) for
(C) in
(D) from

44. I know you now; I _________ that you could be 
trusted.
(A) am thinking
(B) think
(C) had thought
(D) have been thinking

45. The chief, together with his elders _________ 
welcomed to the Durbar.
(A) was
(B) is
(C) were
(D) are

46. Our car broke down so we had to go _________ 
foot.
(A) by
(B) with
(C) on
(D) through

47. Funke’s mother prefers Jane _________ Ama.
(A) for
(B) than
(C) from
(D) to

48. You haven’t shown any interest _________ 
providing for yourself.
(A) towards
(B) for
(C) in 
(D) at 

49. All workers are expected to be answerable 
_________their bosses.

(A) for
(B) to
(C) through
(D) toward

50. The hall was virtually empty; we had expected 
one hundred people at the very _________
(A)  lowest
(B) most
(C) least
(D) highest

51. We did not have enough room so daddy turned the 
garage _________ an additional bedroom.
(A) into
(B) as
(C) for
(D) to

52. I was looking forward to _________ from you.
(A) hear
(B) be hearing
(C) have heard
(D) hearing

53. Most governments sink large sums of money 
________ developing their countries.
(A) for 
(B) into
(C) by
(D) in

54. It was on Wednesday that we met in 
Accra____? 
(A) wasn’t
(B) didn’t we
(C) haven’t we
(D) isn’t it

55. We have waited for too long; its high time we 
_________
(A) have left
(B) leave
(C) left
(D) had left

56. I don’t believe Banjul is far from here; it must be 
ten kilometres, _________
(A) more and less (B) more or less
(C) more than less (D) less or more

57. You should not blame me; it is no fault of 
________
(A) me (B) I
(C) my (D) mine
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58. Our mother asked whether we _________ our 
meal.
(A) will be having
(B) will have
(C) have had
(D) had had

59. The coffee is still bitter; you have not added 
_________ sugar.
(A) plenty
(B) some
(C) enough
(D) much

60. Yo u  h a v e n ’ t  s e e n  t h e m  f o r  a  l o n g  
time_________?
(A) have you
(B) did you
(C) had you
(D) isn’t

61. _________ taxes is a civic responsibility.
(A) to be paying
(B) to have paid
(C) having paid
(D) paying

62. John and James are good friends; they are very 
fond of _________
(A) themselves
(B) each other
(C) one and another
(D) them

63. No wonder Pabi is now in the national team; he 
_________ very well since his youth.
(A) is playing
(B) played
(C) has been playing
(D) had played

64. You may hate Mathematics but you must stick 
_________ it if you intend to study Physics.
(A) by
(B) to
(C) at
(D) on

65. I never knew I could be so fast _________ I 
entered the competition.
(A) if
(B) unless
(C) while
(D) until

66. The students are complaining _________ 
management’s high-handedness.

(A) for
(B) on
(C) about
(D) after

67. My aunt said that she would not buy me 
_________ of those two books for school.
(A) neither
(B) either
(C) all
(D) each

68. I am quite sure that I did not see _________ in the 
classroom last night.
(A) nothing
(B) anyone
(C) none
(D) no one

69. I pointed to an object in the sky, but they 
_________ it. 
(A) can’t see
(B) weren’t seeing
(C) aren’t seeing
(D) couldn’t see

70. _________ average, 1000 vehicles cross this 
bridge daily.
(A) in
(B) on
(C) by
(D) with

71. A dictator often lives _________ fear of 
assassination.
(A) in
(B) to
(C) with
(D) for

72. Jumai lives in a small street _________ Muritala 
Muhammed Way.
(A) in
(B) off
(C) from
(D) on

73. I impressed _________ him the necessity of his 
going overseas.
(A) with
(B) upon
(C) towards
(D) to  
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In the following passages, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. Against each number in the list 
below each passage, four options are offered in columns lettered A to D, choose the word that is the 
most suitable to fill the numbered gaps in the passages.

The radio news is a significant challenge to newspaper these days. At any time, we can --74 --, to 
different local and international stations and be entertained or informed. The evening news -- 75 – 
gives a valuable summary of the day’s event. Also the popularity of television is increasing rapidly 
with -- 76 – designed to reach a wide viewing --77 --. The announcer’s job, whether on the television or 
over the radio, is very difficult especially for the novice who lacks the necessary self-confidence to 
speak clearly into the --78--, but he soon learns to relax. Disc jockeys often have regular fans who --
79– special --80--. If you own a good and efficient transistor radio with several --81-- and an --82-- , 
you can easily --83-- worthwhile programmes from overseas --84-- . Important international events 
are often --85-- by satellite all over the world and can be --86-- live on television in your home. 

    A     B     C     D

74. tune up tune out dial out tune in
75. entertainment bulletin announcement event
76. items programmes plans schemes
77. crowd spectators public assembly
78. microphone megaphone telephone  amplifier
79. send out despatch put out send in
80. answers inquiries queries requests
81. colours loud-speakers wave-bands metres
82. aerial ear-phone indicator element
83. pick off pick up collect turn out
84. voices stations operators systems
85. transferred sent transmitted spread
86. caught perceived glimpsed watched 
Sally and Jake had to share the same house because of --87-- difficulties. After some time, they found 
themselves --88 -- and fell in love. They then decided to --89 -- to cement their relationship. Sally --90 -
- her boyfriend to her parents, who approved of their getting --91--, Jake in turn took his --92-- to his 
parents. They too gave their blessing to the relationship and the --93-- day was fixed. Both families 
then set about preparing for the great day. There was a large attendance that day and the --94 -- priest 
advised the --95 -- to remain --96 -- to each other all their lives and never --97-- . A grand --98-- was 
held during which friends and relatives showered --99-- on them. The newly-wed then left on their --
100 --.       A     B     C     D
87. accommodation residence house rent
88. comparable adorable  compatible admirable
89. co-operate unite join marry
90. introduced disclosed revealed invited
91. connected engaged admitted accepted
92. companion fiancee partner colleague
93. unification blessing marriage wedding
94. presiding praying officiating celebrating
95. lovers friends couple two
96. withdrawn close loving faithful
97. collapse divide divorce break
98. celebration reception party get-together
99. gifts prizes valuables offerings
100. holiday retreat leave honeymoon
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Answers and Explanations  WASSCE JUNE 2007

(1)   D

(2)   A

(3)   D

(4)   B

(5)   A

(6)   B

(7)   B

(8)   C

(9)   B

(10) D

(11) B

(12) A

(13) B

(14) C

(15) D

(16) B

(17) D

(18) C

(19) C

(20) B

(21) A   

(22) D

(23) C  

(24) D

(25) C 

(26) A 

(27) C  

(28) D 

(29) C

(30) D 

(31) A

(32) B

(33) D

(34) C

(35) A

(36) B

(37) C

(38) B

(39) D

(40) A

(41) C  

(42) D   

(43) B   

(44) C   

(45) A 

(46) C   

(47) D   

(48) C   

(49)  B

(50) C

(51) D

(52) D

(53) B

(54) A

(55) C

(56) B

(57) D

(58) C

(59) C

(60) A

(61) D   

(62) B  

(63) C 

(64) A 

(65) D 

(66) C  

(67) B 

(68) B 

(69) D   

(70) B 

(71) A

(72) B

(73) B

(74) D

(75) B

(76) B

(77) C

(78) A

(79) D

(80) D

(81) C   

(82) A   

(83) B   

(84) B  

(85) C  

(86) D   

(87) A  

(88) C 

(89) D 

(90) A 

(91) B

(92) B

(93) D

(94) C

(95) C

(96) D

(97) C

(98) B

(99) A

(100) D

SECTION A:  ANTONYMS 

Word Meaning Option 

1. exciting strong feelings of enthusiasm and eagerness boring 

2. outshone be very good at something overshadowed 

3. weighty something serious and important trivial 

4. consultation seek information or advice from confrontation 

5. sealed to fasten or close securely re-opened 

6. compulsory required by law or a rule optional 

7. co-operating work together towards a commend confrontational 

8. conferred to grant a title, degree etc revoked 

9. refute to prove wrong prove 

10. improve make or become better worsen
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SECTION B: VOCABULARY
11. atmosphere: an overall tone or mood
12. impress: cause to feel admiration 
13. influx: an arrival of large numbers of people or things 
14. breeze: a gentle wind 
15. vain: useless or futile 
16. needs: something needed 
17. sprinkle: scatter small drops or particles 
18. create: over a surface cause to happen
19. conciliatory: make less hostile or angry 
20. version: an account of something told from a particular person’s point 

of view  

SECTION C: IDIOMS
Idioms Meaning

21. to make much of him to value him 
22. leave at 10 o’ clock at the latest must leave about 10 o’clock 
23. to get on one’s nerves make one angry 
24. to freeze student’s grants stop paying grants to students 
25. her beauty caught his eyes she attracted him 
26. to keep one on his toes work very hard to pass
27. not to lose face win the respect of people 
28. to bring face to face with famine experienced hunger in their lives 
29. hold his own in the dispute maintain that his opinion is right
30. not to include him in the team requested to be dropped from the team
   
SECTION D: SYNONYMS

Word Meaning Option 
31. callous insensitive and cruel heartless 
32. blazing beam or shine brightly shining 
33. fuming feeling great anger beaming 
34. abused ill-treated or misused misapplied 
35. abridged shorten a text or film shortened 
36. gallantry act of bravery bravery 
37. goal an aim or desired result ambition 
38. clinched embraced amorously won
39. relegates place in a  lower rank reduces 
40. vacancy an unoccupied position, job or hotel room position  
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1. Good teaching stimulates the interest of students, 
whereas bad teaching _______ it.
(A) dampens
(B) encourages
(C) supersedes
(D) retracts

2. Some youths of this generation are often hard-
hearted compared to those of past generations 
who were _______
(A) indifferent
(B) fastidious
(C) proficient
(D) compassionate

3. The doctor does not think the patient will recover; 
the signs are ominous rather than _______
(A) encouraging
(B) feasible
(C) obvious
(D) gloomy

4. The purpose of education is to enhance progress 
and not to _______ it.
(A) proscribe
(B) intercept
(C) impede
(D) confuse

5. The teacher gave him high marks and wrote 
complimentary remarks in the margin, which 
surprisingly gave him _______ feelings.
(A) doubtful
(B) secret
(C) unpleasant
(D) serious

6. Many people find cod liver oil disgusting but 
soldiers find it _______.
(A) refreshing
(B) medicinal
(C) pleasant
(D) bitter
 

7. The investigators relied solely on conjectures, 
which were not as reliable as _______
(A) facts
(B) hearsay
(C) figures
(D) fabircations

8. It was obvious that Modou committed the crime, 
but his friends were still _______.
(A) unhappy
(B) doubtful
(C) suspicious
(D) confident

9. The government was blamed for implementing 
policies that favoured the elite at the expense of 
the _______
(A) workers
(B) wealthy
(C) masses
(D) oppressed

10. His suggestion on how to deal with the thief was 
invaluable, but the police considered it _______
(A) useless
(B) impossible
(C) necessary
(D) timely

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 
best completes each of the following sentences.

11. The woman’s behaviour shows that her love for 
her husband was merely _______
(A) superstitious
(B) superlative
(C) elusive
(D) superficial

12. The man was told in his own interest to _______ 
the statement he has made.
(A) cancel
(B) recast
(C) erase
(D) retract

100 QUESTIONS
60 MINUTES

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS WASSCE JUNE 2008

                                      Choose the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the underlined word
                                  and that will at the same time, correctly fill the  gap in the sentence..  
DIRECTION:
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13. Mum made soothing remarks in order to 
_______ Dad.
(A) incense
(B) pacify
(C) rekindle
(D) protect

14. Ebou maintained his stand in _______of the 
principal’s order.
(A) defiance
(B) deference
(C) obedience
(D) defence

15. The out-going president warned his successor to 
beware of _______ who praise every action of 
government, good or bad.
(A) enthusiasts
(B) sycophants
(C) radicals
(D) favourites

16. Salimata came into _______ when she won the 
beauty contest.
(A) public
(B) limelight
(C) focus
(D) view.

17. The current economic crisis has led to the 
_______ of many workers.
(A) rejection
(B) retrenchment
(C) isolation
(D) ejection

18. We all agree that the television is a more powerful 
_______ of communication than the radio.
(A) agent
(B) way
(C) instrument
(D) medium

19. He won the election by a _______ of 500 votes.
(A) consensus
(B) margin
(C) surplus
(D) gap

20. Daylight armed-robbery is a common_______
in big cities.
(A) plan
(B) site
(C) exercise
(D) phenomenon
 

After each of the following sentences, a list of 
possible interpretations is given. Choose the 
interpretation that you consider most 
appropriate for each sentence.

21. When Joe was threatened with suspension he 
made a clean breast of his offence. This 
means that Joe
(A) ran away
(B) made friends with other offenders
(C) told the whole truth
(D) pleaded innocence

22. When Eunice was discharged from hospital 
she was a shadow of her former self. This 
means that she
(A) looked like a shadow
(B) was withdrawn
(C) had changed a little
(D) was thin and weak

23. Chinwe can be stubborn yet I have a soft spot 
for her. This means that I
(A) am fond of Chinwe even though she is 

stubborn
(B) alone know how to control Chinwe
(C) dislike Chinwe for stubborness
(D) have a cure for her stubborness

24. The principal is high-handed with his staff. 
This means that the principal
(A) respects his staff highly
(B) is very friendly and easy-going with his 

staff
(C) shakes hands with his staff frequently
(D) uses his authority over his staff sternly

25. The loan was taken on a gentleman’s 
agreement. This means that
(A) there was no documentation of the loan 
(B) two gentlemen witnessed the loan
(C) the loan was granted
(D) the loan was not to be repaid.

26. Constructing the road along the coast was 
difficult but the men had already broken the 
back of the work before the rains. This means 
that they had
(A)  completed the preparations
(B) completed the most difficult part of it.
(C) completed it altogether
(D) broken the road  
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27. Whenever Nkoyo finds herself at a loose end, 
she goes visiting people. This means that 
Nkoyo goes visiting people whenever she
(A) is happy
(B) feels worried and confused
(C) had nothing to occupy her
(D) has no visitors

28. Kola will get the job because  his father will 
surely pull strings for him. This means that his 
father will
(A) give him useful information
(B) remove some of his difficulties
(C) influence the right people
(D) attract attention towards him

29. To give a bronze medal to the athlete who was 
deliberately intercepted on the track was cold 
comfort. This means that the bronze medal was
(A) acceptable to him
(B) too cold
(C) not adequate compensation
(D) rejected by him

30. The students planned to confront the principal 
with their grievances  but as they got closer to 
his office, they developed cold feet. This means 
that
(A) they could no longer walk
(B) they lost courage
(C) they lost interest
(D) their feet became numb

From the words lettered A to D below each of the 
following sentences, choose the word or group of 
words that is nearest in meaning to the underlined 
word as it is used in the sentence.

31. The woman stifled a cry of astonishment as she 
discovered the identity of the robber.
(A) suppressed (B)   shouted
(C) forced (D)   hid

32. That rock is a potential danger to fishing boats.
(A) possible (B)  an unexpected
(C) an obvious (D)  a serious

33. His contribution to the development 
programme in the village remains unrivaled.
(A) unbroken (B)   unparalleled
(C) undisputed (D)   unkown  

34. Members of the party agreed that some serious 
thinking is required before a final decision can 
be taken
(A) meeting
(B) consultation
(C) consideration
(D) appraisal

35. Our chief is very intelligent but he could be 
parochial in his judgements.
(A) deep
(B) broad
(C) narrow-minded
(D) kind-hearted

36. All that was left after the riot were the charred 
remains of the victims.
(A) burnt
(B) black
(C) broken
(D) scattered

37. The incessant chatter of the pupils irritated the 
visitor
(A) unceasing
(B) meaningless
(C) excited
(D) loud

38. Musa won the debate because he articulated his 
arguments convincingly
(A) pronounced (B) presented
(C) arranged (D) summarized

39. I was surprised at the gallantry of the 
Senegalese peace-keepers
(A) cowardice (B) strength
(C) bravery (D) height

40. The clerk was dismissed for dereliction of duty.
(A) ignorance (B) lateness
(C) carelessness (D) negligence

From the word or group of words lettered A to D, 
choose the word or group of words that best 
completes each of the following sentences.

41. This is a bad case _______ hard you try to 
defend the accused.
(A) however (B) whatever
(C) whichever (D) whenever 
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42. _______ pain has been taken to make the party a 
success.
(A) Such
(B) Much
(C) Every
(D) Many

43. School children are advised to refrain _______ 
smoking.
(A) with
(B) against
(C) to
(D) from

44. The principal, as well as the teachers _______ in 
school.
(A) is
(B) were
(C) all are
(D) are all

45. Fatima _______ come to work today since she is 
still sick.
(A) needn’t had
(B) needn’t have
(C) needn’t has
(D) needn’t to

46. Aminata has _______ her engagement to Sule
(A) broken off
(B) broken up
(C) broken away
(D) broken down

47. _______ who knows the times will not open his 
door to strangers at night.
(A) Somebody (B) Nobody
(C) Anybody (D) Everybody

48. All the final year students will attend _______ 
party
(A) tomorrow’s (B) tomorrows’
(C) tomorrows (D) tomorrow

49. My friend’s son stole the _______ briefcase.
(A) director’s-general
(B) director-general’s
(C) directors’-general
(D) director-generals’

50. This isn’t your ring; it is your _______
(A) daughter-in-law   (B) daughter-in-law’s
(C) daughters-in-law   (D) daughter-in-laws

51. He brought us _______
(A) a good news
(B) many good news
(C) some good news
(D) several good news

52. I was asked whether I _______ to go on the 
outing.
(A) would intend
(B) intended
(C) have intended
(D) intend

53. Our teacher is leaving our school in July to 
_______ a new job.
(A) take in
(B) take to
(C) take on
(D) take up

54. The old woman had no children and no real 
friends _______
(A) too
(B) again
(C) either
(D) neither

55. Certain tasks may be unpleasant at first, but 
gradually one may get _______ them. 
(A) to liking (B) to like
(C) to be liking (D) to have liked

56. _______ in their youth is a source of pleasurable 
reminiscence for elderly persons.
(A) to be travelling
(B) to travel
(C) by travelling
(D) to have travelled

57. The minister told his congregation that one day 
_______ would be rewarded.
(A) the faithfuls (B) the faithful
(C) any faithfuls (D) a faithful

58. Maram liked the exhibits at the trade fair but she 
really enjoyed _______ the most.
(A) the amusements
(B) amusements
(C) the amusements
(D) amusement 

59. The jury gave _______ verdict of guilty in the 
murder case.
(A) it’s (B) ‘tis
(C) it (D) its  
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60. The room in _______ they lived was quite large 
and well-lit.
(A) where
(B) that
(C) which
(D) there

61. The great gates of the ancient palace were 
_______ 
(A) beautiful pieces of iron works
(B) the beautiful pieces of iron works
(C) beautiful pieces of iron work
(D) a beautiful piece of iron works.

62. The report said that although the country was rich 
_______ formed a substantial part of the 
population.
(A) old and neglected
(B) the old and neglected
(C) some old and some neglected
(D) the olds and neglected

63. I had a phone call from her yesterday so she 
_______ have found out my telephone.
(A) can
(B) could
(C) must
(D) might

64. I cannot imagine that a man _______ his standing 
could stoop so low as to accept bribes.
(A) with
(B) at
(C) of
(D) on

65. Lamin and Michael washed _______ but mummy 
washed Yeanie.
(A) himself
(B) themselves
(C) one another
(D) the other

66. The principal has gone to Freetown and will come 
back in _______ time.
(A) two weeks
(B) two week
(C) two week’s
(D) two weeks’

67. The students have not come back from their 
school farms _______?
(A) isn’t it
(B) hadn’t they
(C) didn’t they
(D) have they

68. We haven’t confirmed _______ signature this is.
(A) what
(B) whose
(C) who’s
(D) which

69. I said “John saw Mary,” _______?
(A) didn’t I
(B) didn’t he
(C) hadn’t he
(D) do I

70. The moon seemed to be sailing through the clouds 
_______ a ship thrusting its way though a stormy 
ocean.
(A) as
(B) as to
(C) as for
(D) like

71. The school’s high jump champion has been 
_______
(A) off very much form most of the time
(B) very much off-form most of the time
(C) very most off-form much of the time
(D) off-form most of the time very much

72. The new bridge was a complete waste of money 
and _______ built in the first place.
(A) need not have been 
(B) needs not have been
(C) needed not to have been
(D) need not to have been

73. Araba took up an appointment as a part-time 
instructor as a means _______ his meager income
(A) to supplement
(B) of supplementing
(C) to supplementing
(D) for supplementing

74. _______ opportunity we now have to rid the 
nation of corruption.
(A) What excellent
(B) What an excellent
(C) How excellent
(D) So excellent an 

75. Johnson was glad ______of your success
(A) for hearing 
(B) with hearing 
(C) by hearing 
(D) to hear 
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In the following passages the numbered gaps indicate missing words. Against each number in the list 
below each passage, four options are given in columns lettered A to D, choose the word that is the most 
suitable to fill the numbered gaps in the passages.

One of the indicators of -76- underdevelopment in this country is the backward state of the transport 
sector. This is typified by the poor state of the railway -77-. In advanced countries, commuter trains 
carry passengers from city to city and within suburbs. The -78- train goes a lot faster connecting major 
cities and even states; such trains have -79- only .

In the intra-city trains, it is only shelter and seats that are provided. There are no -80-. In some cases, 
and because of the long hours or service of inter-city or inter-state train, -81- and -82- are available in 
addition to coaches.  Apart from the very fast electric trains, there are passenger trains that are -83- 
powered. There are others that use coal or steam as -84-. Some trains offer -85- services, transporting 
goods. Such train stop at specific -86- to deliver goods or to refuel. Most trains have -87- to push or pull 
them to prevent them from turning around.   

     A          B     C        D
76. Structural infrastructural fiscal systematic
77. system framework industry business
78. intra-city in-city inter-city sub-city
79. wagons coaches cabins decks
80. bookshops and libraries gyms and clubs meals and refreshments parks and salons
81. dining cars lunch tables refectories bars
82. closets sleeping cars cloakrooms control suites
83. battery engine diesel solar
84. petrol alternative converter fuel
85. freight delivery postal courier
86. checkpoints duty-posts stations centres
87. gadgets locomotives compasses bearings
It is interesting to watch a modern -88- spring up and get completed in a matter of months. A few 
months ago, a building company brought some -89- to the virgin forest next to our school. The trees 
were -90-, the ground was cleared and -91-, and the workers brought out various -92- with which they 
measured and marked -93-. Then, the -94- was dug and the -95- were brought from somewhere else, -
96- was made from a mixture of sand, cement and water, and the walls grew before our very eyes. 
Before the end of the second month, we realized it was not going to be a -97- but a storeyed building. 
The -98- was cast in only one day by the workers who -99- for the whole day. Thereafter, things moved 
even faster. By the end of the third month, the whole -100- was in place.

        A       B      C      D
88. Construction building erection fabrication
89. trailers bull-dozers tractors machines
90. felled pulled cut broken
91. levelled paved demolished destroyed
92. apparatus items machinery equipment
93. plan trenches ground space
94. base foundation pavement gutter
95. boreholes lintels fences blocks
96. Concoction Gravel Mortar Compound
97. basement mansion bungalow sky-scraper
98. roofing decking floor beam
99. struggled grumbled suffered toiled 
100. roof structure wall apartment  
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Answer and Explanations  WASSCE JUNE 2008

(1)   A

(2)   D

(3)   A

(4)   C

(5)   C

(6)   C

(7)   A

(8)  B

(9)   C

(10) A

(11) D

(12) D

(13) B

(14) A

(15) B

(16) B

(17) B

(18) D

(19) B

(20) D

(21) C   

(22) D

(23) A  

(24) D

(25) A 

(26) B 

(27) C  

(28) C 

(29) C

(30) B 

(31) A

(32) C

(33) B

(34) C

(35) C

(36) A

(37) A

(38) B

(39) C

(40) D

(41) A  

(42) B   

(43) D   

(44) D   

(45) B 

(46) A   

(47) C   

(48) A   

(49) B 

(50) B 

(51) C

(52) B

(53) D

(54) C

(55) B

(56) D

(57) B

(58) C

(59) D

(60) C

(61) A   

(62) B  

(63) C 

(64) C 

(65) B 

(66) D  

(67) D 

(68) B 

(69) A   

(70) D 

(71) B

(72) D

(73) B

(74) B

(75) D

(76) B

(77) A

(78) C

(79) B

(80) C

(81) C   

(82) C   

(83) C   

(84) D  

(85) A  

(86) C   

(87) B  

(88) B 

(89) B 

(90) A 

(91) A

(92) D

(93) C

(94) B

(95) D

(96) C

(97) C

(98) B

(99) D

(100) B

SECTION A ANTONYMS 

Word Meaning Option 

1. stimulates to become more active dampens 

2. hardhearted giving no importance to the feelings of others compassionate 

3. ominuous suggesting that something bad is going to happen encouraging 

4. enhance to increase or further improve the quality impede 

5. complimentary expressing admiration praise unpleasant 

6. disgusting extremely unpleasant or unacceptable pleasant 

7. conjectures an opinion or idea that is not based on definite 

knowledge facts  

8. obvious easy to see or understand doubtful 

9. elite a group of people in a society masses 

10. invaluable extremely useful useless 
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SECTION B: VOCABULARY
11. superficial: appearing to be true or real 
12. retract: withdraw an accusation / a speech
13. pacify: make less angry or upset 
14. defiance: open refusal to obey 
15. sycophant: a person who wins favour by flattery 
16. limelight: the centre of public attention 
17. retrenchment: lay-off
18. medium: a means of doing or communicating something  
19. margin: an amount above or below a given level 
20. phenomenon: a fact or situation observed to exist or happen 

SECTION C: IDIOMS
Idioms Meaning

21. make a clean breast of his offence told the whole truth 
22. a shadow of her former self was thin and weak 
23. to have a soft spot for to be fond of someone 
24. to be high-handed with use one’s authority sternly 
25. taken on a gentleman’s agreement not to be documented or has no legal force
26. broken the back of the work completed the most difficult part of it 
27. find oneself on a loose end had nothing to occupy one 
28. pull string for someone influence the right people 
29. cold comfort  not adequate
30. to develop cold feet to lose courage 
   
SECTION D SYNONYMS

Word Meaning Option 
31. stifled to prevent from happening suppressed 
32. potential capable of becoming or developing into obvious

something
33. unrivaled better or greater than any other unparalleled 
34. thin king take into account or consideration consideration 
35. parochial having a narrow outlook narrow minded 
36. charred burnt or black burnt 
37. incessant never stopping unceasing 
38. articulated to speak or express distinctly or clearly presented 
39. gallantry courage, especially in a battle bravery 
40. dereliction failure to do one’s duty negligence 
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