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What are Art Terminologies? 

       Art Terminologies are the terms or languages 

commonly used in art circle. They can be referred to as 

the set of terms usually used in art. Some art 

terminologies include; 

1. Basketry: This is the art of making different types of 

baskets from certain grasses, canes, etc 

2. Background: This is the part of a view of a scene that 

serves as a setting for the chief objects. 

3. Carving: This is the subtractive method of sculpture 

in relief in the round mostly from a wood or stone. 

4. Chiaroscuro: This is the treatment of light and shade 

in a picture to convey the effect of three dimensional. 

5. Embroidery: This is the art of making beautiful 

designs on a cloth with needle and thread. 



6. Dyeing: This is the changing of the original colour of 

a fabric to another with dye bath. 

7. Exhibition: This is the display of artworks by one 

person or a group of persons in a museum, gallery or 

other public places. 

8. Firing: This is a method of drying clay works like 

pots in an oven, a pit or a dumping pit. 

9. Gallery: This is a room or building where artworks 

are displayed or exhibited, usually for sale 

10. Hue: This is another name for colour. It is 

strictly the colour obtained by mixing the three 

primary colours together. 

11. Impasto: This is the use of thick colour in the 

light area of a picture especially in oil paint to give 

the effect of solidity and strength. 

12. Kiln: This is an oven for the burning, baking and 

drying of pots and bricks. 

13. Monochrome: This means the use of one colour 

in painting. 

14. Mural: This is a painting or decoration done on 

the wall. 

15. Puppetry: This is the art of making dolls or small 

figures of animals, etc. 

16. Terracotta: This is a modelled clay which has 

been hardened by baking so that it becomes resdish-

brown in colour. 



17. Plaster of Paris: This is a cement-like white 

substance used for making paste and mould which 

becomes hard when dried. 

18. Texture: This is the roughness or the smoothness 

of the surface of an object. 

19. Two dimensional works: These are the artworks 

done with pencil or paint on a flat surface such as 

paper or canvas. 

20. Polychrome: This is painting done in more that 

one colour. That is, painting done in two or more 

colours. 


