
STRONGTOWERACADEMY,IKORODU,LAGOS
WEEKSEVEN

CLASS: SSS2
SUBJECT: Literature-in-English
TOPIC: “LookBackInAnger”
SUB-TOPIC:CharacterandCharacterization
ASPECT: Non-AfricanDrama
ENABLEOBJECTIVES: Attheendofthelesson,studentsshouldbeableto:

(i) definetheterms:CharacterandCharacterization.
(ii) identifythevariouscharactersinthetext.
(iii) vividlyanalyzethesecharactersinreferencetotheirvarious

characterizationsintherecommendedtext.
REFERENCES:(i):“LookBackInAnger”byJohnOsborne

(ii)EhisO.Osajie’s:“CompleteGuidetoLiterature-in-Englishfor
WASSCE-NECOcandidates.(2021–2025)”

CONTENT:IntroductiontoNon-AfricanDrama:“LookBackInAnger”byJohn
Osborne

Thecharactersandtheircharacterizationsintheplay:
- ColonelRedfern–isAlison’sfather,agood-lookingmanofsixtywhohas

returnedtoEnglandafterspendingfortyyearsinthearmy,primarilyinIndia.
- AlisonPorter– Jimmy’swife.Awomanofupper-middle-classbackground,

sheisperceptiveenoughtounderstandthatherhusbandresentseverything
inherthatremindshim ofthesocialdifferencesbetweenthem.Afterthree
yearsofmarriage,sheismiserable.Theonlywaythatshecansurvive
Jimmy’sconstantverbalattacksonherandonherfamilyistoconcealher
feelingsandremainsilent.

- CliffLewis–AfriendofJimmy,alsofrom theworkingclasses.Agentle
person,hedoesnothaveJimmy’sfireorwit,buthealsolackshiscruelty.Cliff
isgenuinelyfondofAlison.Heshowshisappreciationforherhousekeeping
efforts,andhetriestodefendherfrom Jimmy’sverbalabuse.Itishe,not
Jimmy,whobandagesAlison’sarm aftersheburnsit.Ofallthecharactersin
theplay,Cliffseemstounderstandbestwhatotherpeoplearefeeling.Even
whenHelenathinksthatshehatesJimmy,Cliffguessesthatshereally
desireshim,andhealoneseesthroughherattemptstobreakupthemarriage.
BecausehesodislikesHelena,Cliffmovesoutwhenhesensesthatsheis
movingin.

- HelenaCharles–abeautifulelegantactress,afriendofAlisonandamember
ofhersocialcircle.HelenacomestospendafewdayswiththePorters,but,
findingherselfincreasinglyattractedtoJimmy,shestayson,intentondriving
awedgebetweenJimmyandAlison.

CLASSWORK:



(1)WhatisthepurposeofCliffcharacterintheplay,LookBackInAnger?
(2)WhoisAlisoninLookBackInAnger?
(3)WhatarethemajorthemesinLookBackInAnger?

ASSIGNMENT:
(1)DescribetherelationshipbetweenJimmyandAlisoninLookBackInAnger.
(2)WhatisthesignificanceofthetitleofLookBackInAnger.
(3)WhydoesJimmyalwaysabusehiswifeinLookBackInAnger?


