
SummaryMASTER ENGLISH LANGUAGE SOLUTION 

A summary is a brief statement or the key points of a passage, speech, document or an account.  
To summarize, therefore, is to present a statement briefly and concisely by giving the main 
ideas and omitting other details.

The Rudiments of summary writing
The ability to present or write a summary is central to the Use of English because summarizing 
has to do with three of the basic elements of language: comprehension, interpretation and 
composition.

This is to say that a candidate should have the ability to understand what somebody else has 
written and express that person’s ideas in his own words.  In summarizing a passage, the 
candidate is in effect processing a raw material into a finished article.  A long passage, the raw 
material, is cut down to a finished article of bare essentials.

Summary writing calls for different language skills which include:
i. The ability to understand what is read
ii. Understanding explicit and implicit meaning
iii. The ability to restate this meaning in words of one’s own, which in turn calls for flexibility 

of sentence construction.
iv. A good stock of vocabulary from which the one word or phrase, which sums up something 

which has taken many words to express can be found.

In a nutshell, summary writing is best done through comprehension (in depth understanding), 
flexibility of sentence construction and use of a wide range of vocabulary.

The WASSCE summary paper is not a précis which involves cutting down the passage to a 
given number of words.  It rather takes the form of a selective summary test and candidates 
read selectively in response to questions attached to a passage.

TACKLING THE SUMMARY TEST
To tackle a summary test three major concerns ought to be addressed.  These are:
a. Understanding the passage and equally important, the questions.
b. Picking the answers
c. Answer presentation
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Understanding the Passage
It is all too clear that no passage can be summarized without understanding.  In facts 
understanding the given passage renders the job half - done.  For a good understanding of the 
passage, apply the following reading techniques.

a. Read the passage carefully and with complete concentration because no good summary is 
written with half - hearted attention.  So stay focused.

b. Find out the central idea. That is what is the passage about? Knowing this enhances 
understanding.

c. See the difference between a main point and an illustrative sentence.  The latter supports 
or buttresses the former.

d. Undertake a paragraph - by- paragraph analysis of the passage looking for the topic 
sentences - usually the opening and the closing sentences of the paragraphs.  Why?
i. Opening sentences usually introduce the main point under discussion.
ii. Closing sentences often offer a summary statement of the entire paragraph.

Besides the topic sentence, the first paragraph of the passage is another part of prime 
importance.  It is the key with which the passage is unlocked.  Understand this opening 
paragraph and other paragraphs all linked to it.
e. Read the passage as many times as time will allow.

In an examination, do manage about three readings of the passage - a first exploratory reading 
and two or more careful and skillful readings done in full concentration.

f. Work out meanings of unfamiliar vocabulary by guesswork and contextual inference. 
Observe unfamiliar words for simpler aor known synonyms.

Also, trace a difficult word to its root where applicable.

Picking the Answers
In a search for summary answers, be guided by the following:
a. The questions should serve as the main guide when it comes to looking for summary 

answers.  Make a determined effort to understand the questions and search for the portions 
of the passage, which have the answers. Note that answers should not be sought outside 
the passage. Every question asked can be traced to a portion of the passage that answers it.

b. Relate the passage to the attached questions.  Are some paragraphs empty or irrelevant to 
the questions?  Does each paragraph contribute an answer?

c. Pick general statements while omitting or overlooking details attached to them
d. Be on the lookout for signals or clues to answers by:

1. Watching the use of connectives like also, besides, moreover, therefore, hence, finally 
etc by which ideas are connected or linked up.

2. Noting question - related areas of the passage.
e. Summary answers are usually found in the opening (first) and closing (final) sentences of 

the various paragraphs.
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f. Knowing what to reject is an effective way of picking summary answers.
In furtherance of this, reject the following:
Repetition of the same point;
Illustrations,
Examples,
Explanations,
Quotations,
Reasons (if the questions do not call for them),
Any other form of detail or elaboration.

Cutting off Elaboration
Let us try summarizing two extracts by omitting detailed materials in them.

a. Concerted efforts should be made towards the protection of Africa’s wildlife. Already, the 
Cheetah and the Mountain Gorilla have dwindled numerically to the brink of extinction. If 
our forefathers conserved and handed over to us the giraffes, eagles, deer, lions, leopards 
and elephants, we are duty bound to do likewise for our children and unborn generations 
(56 words).

b. Men with marriage problems are more likely to contract a disease than are those happily 
married. According to researchers, Janice and Roland Glaser, blood tests on men with 
troubled marriages exposed them as less capable of resisting two common herpes virus 
infections (44 words).

Answers
Extract (a) can be summarized as:
African wildlife needs protection against extinction.

OR

Africa’s wildlife should be preserved for posterity.

Extract (b) might be summarized as:
Men in troubled marriages are less healthier than those happily married.

OR

A happy marriage promotes good health.

Presenting Summary Answers
Answer presentation has always been one thorny aspect in summary papers.
The following should serve as a guide:
i. Rubrics normally state that answers be given in sentences.  Any answer short of a sentence 

is penalized
ii. Make your answers brief and clear.  You need not explain or illustrate your answers.  

Remember the essence of a summary is its brevity.  An answer should, however, not be so 
short that it loses clarity or becomes a fragment of a sentence.

iii. Rid your answers of grammatical errors.
iv. In recent times, the rubric has been insistent on the use of the candidate’s own words as far 

as possible.  
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To express ideas of a passage in your own words, look out for words or phrases that will 
express them in fewer words. For illustration, a sentence in a write-up on the ancient Greek 
Olympic Games is elongated or over lengthened by the words “runners, wrestlers, boxers, 
horsemen and charioteers”.  This is cut short by the replacement of the string of words with 
one word:  competitors.

Besides, picking the idea and not the words effectively facilitates the presentation of answers 
in one’s own words.

v. Unless otherwise directed, two correct answers given in one sentence attract a penalty. 
This is particularly so if the question carries the instructional phrase, “... One for each...”

In answer to the question:
In three sentences, one for each, state the disadvantages of advertisements to buyers. (SSCE 
Nov. 2003)
Three sentences each expressing a disadvantage, should be given.

vi. A preamble is a group of words which constitutes a head to which phrases, and sometimes 
sentences are added.

Note that a grammatical error in the preamble affects each answer listed under it.

CONCLUSION
Summary writing calls for:
r Complete concentration because no good summary is written without focus
rCareful and skillful reading leading to total understanding of the set passage
rA good understanding of the questions and giving exactly what is asked for
rExploring means of cutting down on the use of words - brevity is the soul of any summary - 
and giving clear and concise answers.

THE STRUCTURE OF SUMMARY PASSAGES
A careful look at the summary passages set by the West African Examinations Council reveals 
some discernible patterns in structure. Understanding the structure of your summary 
passages is one of the pre-requisities for providing the correct answers. That is, it is not 
enough to understand ideas raised in the passage.  Also, you need to understand or discern 
how ideas have been organized in the passage.
The structure of the passage has to do mainly with the content and the number of paragraphs in 
relations to the questions set.
Multi-Paragraph Passages
These passages consist of many paragraphs each of which contains a topic sentence.  Note 
that the questions may or may not be set to cover all these paragraphs.  With this structure, 
locating the topic sentences leads you to the answer.  See Summary Passages under practice 
questions (P.127)
Dual or compartmentalized Paragraphing
With this structure, like or similar ideas are combined into a paragraph while ideas in contrast 
are grouped to form another paragraph. This usually comes in two paragraphs, where, for 
instance, three merits are presented in a paragraph and three demerits in another paragraph.  
The result is paragraphs each of which contains two or more main ideas.  
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are grouped to form another paragraph. This usually comes in two paragraphs, where, for 
instance, three merits are presented in a paragraph and three demerits in another paragraph.  
The result is paragraphs each of which contains two or more main ideas. 

Points Listing
Some summary passages take the form of overtly listed points.  Such sentence connectors as 
firstly, secondly, thirdly, next, moreover, besides, furthermore etc, usually link up the ideas.   It 
doesn’t take much effort to pick the main ideas in passages of this type.  These passages are 
mostly expository - explaining a process or describing how something is done
The Mixed Grill Structure
Some passages have a combination of various structures: multi-paragraphed with topic 
sentences, grouping of like and contrasting points in two long paragraphs and the points listing 
structure.

Passages with Implicit Meaning
Some summary passages have implied messages or meanings. The writer is implicit and does 
not categorically state meaning. Candidates will have to make a lot of inference from what is 
stated in these passages.

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
Passage 1 (WASSCE 2002)

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

Scientists have made spectacular advances in genetic engineering in the last fifty years. 

The benefits of this genetic revolution to mankind are immense and almost limitless. In the 

field of medicine, many of the diseases that have hitherto proved incurable can now be 

eradicated using genetic engineering. It is now possible to identify the specific gene 

responsible for any given disease and to replace the disease with a healthy one. This new 

technology can now be used to cure such serious diseases as diabetes, sickle-cell anaemia 

and cancer. Geneticists (specialists in genetic science) claim that there are several other 

medical benefits that can be derived from this new science. They assert that by increasing 

the neurons in the brain, we could slow down the ageing process.

Scientists are now on the threshold of being able to redesign the human body to make it 

function more efficiently. This interesting aspect of preventive medicine involves the 

intervention of the doctor to ensure that the foetus contains no diseased gene that can 

develop into a disease later on. Moreover scientists can now build or develop organs for 

transplant surgery. Patients who need heart or kidney transplants no longer have to wait 

endlessly for donors or be worried that the donated organs would be rejected by their 

body’s immune system.
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Perhaps the greatest benefits of the genetic revolution are in the areas of crop and livestock 

production. Cloning, or the creation of a new plant or animal from the genetic information 

carried in one cell, has already been done with plants and animal. The result is the 

production of grains that yield their own fertilizer or can be grown in factories without 

sunshine and soil. Already in the United States of America, genetically modified (GM) 

potatoes, tomatoes, apples, etc are on sale in supermarkets. The main difference between 

these GM products and their conventionally produced counterparts is that the former are 

usually bigger and have a longer shelf-life than the latter. Consequently, most shoppers 

would rather go for the GM products, other things being equal. GM livestock are usually a 

good bargain. Imagine being offered a chicken the size of a turkey or sheep almost as big 

as a cow! If the price and the taste are comparable, then the housewife would naturally 

prefer the GM breed, just as we now prefer the so-called “Agric” fowls to our smaller, 

local breed.

There are, however, serious potential dangers. The greatest risk is the escape – by accident 

or by design - of harmful microbes from the laboratory into a world that has no defences 

against them. Some scientists have speculated that the HIV virus may have originated 

from such an accidental escape. The world has forgotten the case of Adolf Hitler who, in 

furtherance of his project of creating “a superior race,” abused scientific knowledge and 

plunged the world into World War II. For this reason, many governments have been 

cautious, or even reluctant to give the geneticists the necessary approval to implement the 

results of their researches. There is no guarantee that man can be trusted not to use this new 

found “power” for destructive ends.

Questions:
(a) In four sentences, one for each, summarize four benefits of genetic engineering to 

man.
(b) In two sentences, one for each, state two dangers inherent in genetic engineering.

Answers 
1. The benefits of genetic engineering to man are:

(i)   eradication of incurable diseases. (ii)  slowing down of the ageing process.
(iii) developing new organs for transplant surgery. (iv)  cloning

2. The dangers inherent are:
(i)  accidental escape of harmful microbes.
(ii) man can use these inventions for his own destructive ends. 
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Passage 2 (WASSCE 2003)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the question on it.

The dramatic increase in life expectancy, globally towards the end of the twentieth century 
has generated renewed interest among scientists and laymen alike in the subject of 
longevity and the ageing process. This lengthening of life expectancy has been one of the 
greatest achievement of humanity. It was in recognition of this fact that the United Nations 
formally designated 1999 as the “International Year of Older Persons”. Demographers tell 
a surprising story: octogenarians and older people, instead of the young, now form the 
greatest growing population group on earth.

What then are the factors that determine man’s health and the length of his life? Recent 
studies have identified some of these. It is known that the sounder your habits the 
longer your life may last. Nutritionists have told us  that we are what we eat, that is, 
that what we eat influences the state of our health. Instead of over-eating, one should 
eat a balanced diet including fruits and plenty of vegetables.  

Moderate physical exercise on a regular basis is of immense benefit. The family doctor 
should be consulted on how much exercise and what type are most appropriate for each 
individual. Studies have shown that simple exercises in and around the home help the 
elderly to regain strength and vitality.

The adage “use it or lose it” applies not only to the muscles but also the mind. Mental 
exercises keep the brain’s “telephone lines” alive whereas mental decline or senility starts 
the moment a person retires and decides to take things easy in the erroneous belief that he 
doesn’t have to keep up with the word any more. Many retired civil servants fall into this 
bad habit. They can change this unhealthy habit by being actively engaged in reading, 
travel, education, clubs, professional associations etc. It is believed that such activities not 
only lift the spirit but also “rewire” the brain.

In addition to these is the environment. In many developing countries, the environment 
poses grave dangers to health, often resulting in preventable deaths. Access to clean 
safe water is severely limited. There are huge mountains of refuse breeding vermin, 
cockroaches and disease causing germs in both rural and urban areas. All the 
sanitation, safer water for all and a  reduction of vermin in the home will improve 
man’s environment, bolster his health and extend his life span.

The next factor is the state of medical care available in most countries. In developed 
countries, advances in medical science have dramatically improved health care delivery. 
Unfortunately, the reverse has been the case in the poor countries of Africa and Asia. For 
example, in the U.S.A., only one woman in 12,500 dies from pregnancy-related causes 
whereas one in 21 dies in Africa from the same causes! That speaks volumes about the 
deplorable state of our medical services.  
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Finally, man has made a breakthrough in controlling his genetic make-up. A decade or so 
ago, he had no control whatsoever over his genetic engineering. Now, he can re-design his 
genetic constitution to ensure better health and longer life.

Question:
In six sentences, one for each, state the factors that improve man’s health and lifespan.   

Answer

The six factors that improve man’s health and lifespan are:
(i) Good eating habit.
 (ii) Moderate physical exercises on a regular basis.
(iii) Mental exercises to keep the brain alive.
(iv) Clean environment.
(v) Improved medical services.
(vi) Man should understand and control his genetic make-up.

Passage 3 (WASSCE 2004)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

For some, grass is just the green stuff outside the house that they have to mow. For farmers 
and football players it is indispensable. For children, it is the ideal playground. And those 
who live in most urban areas assume they have very little to do with grass of any sort. 
However, almost all of us have contact with some type of grass and the product made from 
it.

Grass makes up a major part of the vegetation that covers the earth. And no wonder, since 
it is one of the most adaptable plant groups on the earth, growing in polar regions and 
deserts, in tropical rain forests, and on wind-swept mountain slopes. Entire vegetation 
areas are dominated by grass.

Unlike many plants, grass grows, not at the tip, but growth areas above the nodes. New 
shots might start from stems growing horizontally on or under the ground. So, when the 
lawn mower or the cow cuts away the tip, or fire rages through a field, grass keeps 
growing, whereas many other plants stop. Furthermore, with most grasses, if the stem is 
bent over by the wind or trodden underfoot, it can raise itself erect by growing faster on the 
side facing the ground. For these reasons, grass usually recovers quickly after being 
damaged, which gives it an edge over other plants in the fight for sunlight.
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Grass is not the most abundant but also the most important flowering plant family on earth. 
A botanist once described grass as the foundation of our food. It is “like” a dam protecting 
mankind from famine. “ Try to remember what you ate today. Did you start with a bowl of 
cereal made with millet, rice, oats or sorghum?” Well, then, you ate grass seeds . Or 
perhaps you had a roll or other kinds of bread. The flour used was made from grass 
kernels- wheat, rye, barley, and other grains are all grasses. Cornflakes and other corn 
products are no exception, as corn or maize is a grass too. You had sugar in your tea or 
coffee? More than half of all the sugar is made from sugarcane, a grass. 

Grass is not only good for food, however. If your house has walls made of clay and straws, 
it is grass that gives them the necessary strength. In different parts of the world, roofs are 
thatched with grass. One of the advantages of such roofs is that they keep the interior of the 
building cool regardless of the external temperature.

Grass covers and adorns much of the earth. Apart from the beautiful, peaceful and relaxing 
sight of a green meadow or well-kept lawn, grass is a major oxygen supplier because of the 
sheer mass of the green vegetation that it produces.

Finally, its fine roots perform the all-important function of protecting the soil from 
erosion. Keeping its versatility in mind, we are not surprised to learn that the usage and 
cultivation of grass has a long history. The next time you see a waving cornfield, a lush 
green meadow, of just humble blades growing between stoned in a sidewalk, you might 
stop and think of this marvelous and most versatile plant family!

Questions:
(a) In two sentences, one for each, summarize the two reasons why grass forms a major 

of the earth vegetation
(b) In four sentences, one for each, summarize the four ways in which grass is useful to 

humans.
Answers

(a) (i) Grass grows everywhere on earth.
(ii) Grass recovers quickly.

(b) (i) Grass serves as food to humans.
(ii) Grass is used for building houses.
(iii)Grass supplies oxygen.
(iv)Grass prevents erosion.
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Passage 4 (WASSCE 2005)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

You cannot expect to go through life without meeting problems. Difficulties, perplexities 
and frustrations are an inevitable part of human experience. Accepting this idea of the 
inevitability of problems will help you to approach them with a robust frame of mind 
rather than thinking that you are a victim specially singled out by a malignant fate.

When confronted with a problem, the first thing to do is to gather all relevant data to get 
acquainted with all the facts of the case. Then write down exactly what the problem is, 
stating it simply in black and white. This gives you something definite with which to come 
to terms. The problem is assessed and you will now have something concrete to deal with.

Next, give serious thought to the problem, making sure that such thought does not 
degenerate into worry as worry accomplishes nothing. Aim at clear, dispassionate 
thought, viewing the problem as if it were a friend’s and not your own. Look at it from all 
angles and from the view point to all concerned. You court disaster if you are entirely 
selfish in your outlook. The single important purpose of all this is to discover all possible 
solutions to the problem. 

Having examined the problem broadly and impartially, carefully examine all the possible 
solutions or courses of action, the knowledge that you have done this will keep you from 
useless regrets later, when you can remind yourself that all possible courses of action were 
examined and you chose what appeared to be the best. Next, eliminate all proposed 
solutions which are seen on further thought to be impracticable.

You will now find that your list has been whittled down to two or three possibilities. At the 
stage it is often a good plan to get out into the open air, go for a walk or ride, preferably 
somewhere with wide horizons. There out in the open, review the problem afresh. 
You will find it appears much less formidable. Ask yourself how the difficulty will appear 
in ten years’ time, or even one! This fresh review will enable you to make a final choice as 
you turn to the remaining solutions and, before you return home, decide which you are 
going to adopt. As you go to sleep that night, let your thoughts be upon your decision. If, in 
the morning, you still feel it is the best one to take, go ahead.

If you have a friend you think is capable of giving sound advice, consult him. Do this 
before your final decision, so that you will have the benefit of his views before you decide. 
Talking things over with another is always a great help. It enables you to isolate the 
problem and decide which are the important factors. Even if the friend offers no advice, a 
sympathetic word will help you, you will see them in a clearer light. Some will appear 
impossible even while you speak. Alternatively, one will appear most attractive.

In dealing with problems, remember the time factor. Although some problems solve 
themselves in time and delaying tactics are therefore the best form of action for them, most 
other problems generally get more complicated the longer they are left. You should  
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All told, reasonable foresight 
and imagination can prevent many problems ever arising. Tact, thoughtfulness and 
responsible conduct can also keep life largely problem-free.

Question:
In six sentences, one for each, summarize the steps to be taken when faced with a problem 
and state why each step is necessary.

Answer

i. Finding out all the facts that define a problem makes the problem definite.
ii. Thinking seriously over the problem reveals all the likely solutions.
iii. Examining all the solutions carefully helps in choosing the best and helps to eliminate 

impractical ones.
iv. Looking at the problem afresh enables one to make a final choice.
v. Consulting a friend clarifies the problem.
vi. Dealing with the problem promptly avoids further complications.

Passage 5 (WASSCE 2006)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

Although world agencies have made numerous efforts to stop malnutrition, achievements 
have fallen short of hopes. For example, in 1996, the United Nations set the goal or 
reducing by half the number of the world’s undernourished, some 400 million people- by 
the year 2015. Commendably, some progress has been made. But the report of the food 
and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations for 2001 acknowledges that 
unfortunately there has been a slowdown in the projection, and that the number of 
undernourished people has actually increased considerably in the majority of the 
developing countries.

Malnutrition is usually triggered by the combination of two factors, namely: an 
insufficient intake of proteins, calories, vitamins and minerals, and frequent 
infections. Such illness as diarrhoea, measles, malaria and respiratory diseases tax the 
body heavily and cause loss of nutrients. They reduce appetite and food intake, thus, 
contributing to malnutrition. The undernourished child is in turn more susceptible to 
infections. Thus, a vicious cycle is formed that increases the mortality rates for protein-
energy malfunction. Children are at greater risk of suffering malnutrition because they are 
in a period of rapid growth that increases the demand for calories and proteins. For similar 
reasons, pregnant and nursing women are vulnerable to malnutrition.

Malnutrition has far-reaching effects. First, it wreaks havoc on the body  particularly 
that of a child. Every organ and system-including the heart, kidneys, stomach, 
intestines, lungs and brain-may be affected. Various studies have shown that poor 
growth in a child is closely associated with impaired mental development and poor 
scholastic and intellectual performance.

therefore get to grips with problems immediately they occur.
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Secondly, for children who survive malnutrition, the aftermath can linger on into 
adulthood. Recent research relates undernourishment in infancy to a tendency towards 
such chronic illness in adulthood as heart disease, diabetes and high blood pressure.

How can children be best protected from malnutrition? It is essential to improve the diet of 
the mother. Pregnant and nursing women need to consume more calories and proteins. 
Protein in particular help the production of the mother’s milk. So, when there is little food, 
preferences should be given to women of childbearing age and to little children. Secondly, 
in almost all cases, the best  food for a baby is its mother’s milk. This is especially so 
during the first days after birth because mother’s milk contains antibodies that protect the 
baby from infection. During the first four months or so, breast milk provides all the 
nutrients that the baby needs in order to grow and develop properly. Bit breast feeding 
should be continued for as long as necessary, which could be up to two years. And after the 
baby is weaned, the greatest possible variety of foods in different combinations should be 
introduced to provide nutrients that protect the baby. The mother should focus on 
providing the child with good-quality food, neither forcing the child to eat after it is full nor 
withholding food from the child when it appears to want more.

Questions:
(a) In one sentence, summarize the causes of malnutrition
(b) In two sentences, one for each, summarize the two major effects of malnutrition
(c) In three sentences, one for each , summarize the three preventive measures against 

malnutrition recommended in the passage

Answer

(a) Malnutrition is caused by infections and inadequate intake of balanced diet
(b) (i) Malnutrition causes damage in the body.

(ii) Malnutrition gives rise to chronic diseases in later life.
(c) (i) Pregnant and nursing women, women of child bearing age and children should feed 

well
(ii) The baby should be fed well.
(iii)The baby should be given enough food after weaning.

Passage 6 (WASSCE 2007)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

Have you always thought that insects are nothing more than a nuisance? Would you like 
the world to be free of these annoying pests? Do you spray them, swat them or step on them 
at every opportunity? Before declaring war on every bug that crosses your path why not try 
to learn something about their world? After all, with a population that outnumbers humans 
by 200 million to one, you can be sure that insects are here to stay! A brief look at just a few 
of these amazing creatures might well convince you that insects deserve your respect. 
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Consider flying insects for example: Mosquitoes can fly upside down. Some can even fly 
through the rain without getting wet - yes, actually dodging the raindrops! Some tropical 
wasps and bees buzz around at speeds up to 72 kilometres per hour. One monarch butterfly 
of North America travelled? 3010 kilometres on its migration flight. House flies can beat 
their wings more than a thousand times per second much faster than humming-birds and 
dragon flies can fly backwards. Clearly then, insects are such accomplished fliers, 
unmatched by any other winged creature.

The eyes of many insects serve as a compass. Bees and wasps for instance, can detect the 
plane of polarised flight. This enables them to locate the sun’s position in the sky even 
when it is hidden by clouds. Thanks to this ability, these insects can forage far from their 
nests and still navigate their way home unerringly.

In the insect world, sounds and aromas are often used to find a mate- no small achievement 
when prospective mates are few and far between. Female emperor moths find a suitor by 
emitting a scent that is so potent that a male can home in on its source from nearly 
11kilometres away. Crickets, grasshoppers, and cicadas prefer to make themselves heard. 
Even we, humans, can hear the amorous cicada as it converts its whole body into a 
sounding board. A large group of courting cicadas can make a noise louder than that of a 
drilling machine!

Insects play a vital role in our daily life. About 30 percent of the foods we eat results from 
pollination by them. But pollination is only one of their useful functions. Insects keep the 
earth clean by means of an efficient recycling system as they reprocess dead plants and 
animals. Scientists have observed that without insects the earth will be inundated with 
dead plant and animal matter. Insects also enrich the soil by liberating nutrients that make 
things grow. They are sorely missed when their work is not done. Consider what happened 
in Australia, which has become home to millions of cattle. Herds are scattered dung 
everyone. Besides being unsightly. the dung provided a breeding site for the bush fly a 
plague to both humans and cattle. So, dung beetles were imported from Europe and Africa 
and the problem was solved! 

Admittedly, some insects eat crops and carry disease. But only about one percent of the 
world’s insect is considered as pests, and many of these cause damage because of the way 
man himself altered the environment. Even with their drawbacks, insects are an integral 
part of the natural world on which we depend. Scientists have pointed out that while 
insects can survive without us, we cannot survive without them 

Questions:

(a) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the characteristics of insects discussed in 
the passage 

(b) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the important functions of insects 
discussed in the passage.
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Answers:
(a) (i) Insects are skilful fliers. (ii) Insects have good sense of direction.

(iii) Insects have keen senses of hearing and smell.
(b) (i) Insects carry out pollination. (ii) Insects enrich the soil.

(iii)Insects clean up the earth.

Passage 7 (WASSCE 2008)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

Many cities in the world have now become overcrowded because everyday people 
migrate to them from the country side in search of work and better living conditions. This 
problem is far worst in Third World countries, where the harsh living conditions and lack 
of gainful employment opportunities in rural area usually compel a ceaseless and massive 
rural-urban drift.

This desperate state of affairs is not without its direct consequences for the cities. Facilities 
like accommodation, schools, hospitals, water supplies and public transport system 
cannot cope with the demands on them from increased numbers of people, and so they are 
under severe strain. House rents soar astronomically, and so, too many tenants crowd into 
inadequate space. Markets disposal is inefficient, the garbage piles up everywhere, 
contributing to environmental pollution.

Many of the migrants come to the big cities in the hope of finding employment. However, 
because a majority of them are unskilled workers or fresh school leavers not equipped in 
any way for gainful self-employment, they simply end up swelling the ranks of the 
desperate unemployed in the city.

The devil, they say, makes work for idle hands. With no means of livelihood in the 
relatively more expensive cities, many of these disillusioned young people resort to 
prostitution, fraud and crime in order to survive. No wonder the crime rate in the cities is 
for ever rising, and there are daily reports of victims who lose their money, possessions or 
even their lives to dare-devil robbers.

How can this deplorable state of affairs in the cities be reversed? Since the search for jobs 
accounts for much of the rural-urban drift, one way is to encourage the creation of jobs 
outside the cities. For example, certain businesses such as banks and manufacturing 
industries could be encouraged to set up branches in rural areas. If rural dwellers have 
ready access to the same jobs they go to look for in the city, the need for migrating will be 
reduced. 

It should be admitted that in this modern age, life without the basic amenities of pipe-
borne water, electricity, good roads, schools and hospitals is just not good enough. Many 
rural dwellers are lured to the cities because of the lack of amenities, so providing them in 
these rural communities will not only contribute to stemming the tide of migration but also 
create a favourable environment for investment.
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It has also been argued that rural farming is gradually being abandoned to the aged. The 
primitive, labour - intensive methods and the relatively low yields have made it  
unattractive to the youth, who would rather seek their fortune in the cities. If farming is 
made attractive, for example, through mechanization, it will become another source of 
employment for rural dwellers and thus reduce the necessity to migrate to the city.

Rural-urban migration causes a serious population imbalance, and has all sorts of 
attendant problems that can get worse if not tackled effectively. So, the sooner a solution is 
sought the better.

Questions:
(a) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the three negative consequences of rural-

urban migration discussed in the passage.
(b) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the writer’s suggestion for tackling the 

problem.
Answers:

(a) (i) Rural -urban migration leads to congestion or over-crowding in cities.
(ii) It puts a strain on the amenities in cities.
(iii) It worsens unemployment in cities.

(b) (i) Jobs should be created in rural areas.  
(ii) Basic amenities should be provided in rural areas.
(iii)Farmings should be made more attractive in rural areas.

Passage 8 (WASSCE 2009)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

The press is a general term for all types of printed newspapers and periodicals. It is an asset 
as well as a menace to society. Like many things in this world, it has its good and bad sides . 
Even though it has its bad sides, no society can shut down and thrive.

The press has its aims and objectives which it follows, come what may. Anyone who wants 
to be abreast of current affairs or notable events in his society must resort to reading 
printed materials, apart from watching the television. In fact, the press serves more people 
than the electronic media do. Newspaper and periodicals go where the television cannot. 
Printed materials go even to the remotest areas of a country.

Institutions of learning disseminates information. However, not all cities, towns and 
villages have these institutions, but the print media can be used to disseminate information 
to people in these areas.
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Governments, institutions and organizations have their policies, programmes and 
activities for the smooth running of their affairs. At times, only those in authority reap the 
benefits. Subordinates are often afraid to criticize the authorities. Their best bet is to resort 
to the print media which become their mouthpiece. Thus, what the oppressed cannot do, 
the print media do without fear or favour.

The press is also at the beck and call of anybody who wants its service. Many a time one 
sees people going job-hunting. They roam the street of cities and towns, go from one office 
to another, move from one employing authorities to another only to be told that vacancies 
do not exist. To be candid, they do not need to waste such time and energy seeking jobs. All 
they need to do is comb the advertisement columns of newspapers and periodicals and 
they will be informed about available jobs.

However, the press can be a nuisance in a society. How many times have we not found 
newspapers and periodicals publishing false and unauthenticated stories? Such stories 
spread like wild fire. They stir trouble and bring about disunity in societies. The publishers 
are often ut to enrich themselves by churning out false information. For some newspapers 
and periodicals, reckless and dangerous gossip is their stock-in-trade.

No one can deny the fact that moral decadence has gripped our present world. It is true that 
even adults contribute to this menace in our societies. Many of our children and youths go 
for that which is morally low. However, the truth is that the press contributes, to a very 
large extent, to the loss of morality in our societies. There are publishers who specialise in 
the production of pornographic materials which even our children and youth can afford to 
buy.

Publishers of newspapers therefore should constantly be conscious of their crucial roles in 
the society and should always strive to use the medium for the promotion of peace, 
orderliness, progress and prosperity and not for negative or destructive ends.

Questions:
(a) In four sentences, one for each, state four positive roles of the press according to the 

writer.
(b) In two sentences, one for each, state two negative roles of the press.

Answer
(a) (i) The press gives or provides information on current affairs.

(ii) It gives information to societies without institution of learning.
(iii) It speaks for the oppressed. 
(iv)It advertises or gives information on jobs.

(b) (i) The press causes disunity among people.  
(ii) It contributes or promotes immorality.
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Passage 9 (WASSCE 2010)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

No one can deny the fact that anyone who wants to be successful in learning the English 
language needs a good English dictionary. Such a dictionary should be a source of 
information about the language- information that is not generally available in grammar 
books. It should not only contain a list of words and their meanings, but also a lot of 
information that can help a learner to speak and write good English.

In order to use a word correctly, the reader needs to know how to link it with words in a 
sentence. He should also know the structures that often precedes or follow it, and whether 
it is formal or informal. This will help him to choose what word is appropriate for a 
particular context. The dictionary is, therefore, an invaluable aid to reading as well as 
writing skills

If the meaning of a particular word in the passage impedes the overall comprehension of 
the main ideas presented in it, then a dictionary should be used. Most teachers must have 
observed a widespread tendency among their students to attack a new passage by reading it 
word by word, stopping to reach for a dictionary whenever they come across a word they 
do not know. This is a wrong approach; the dictionary should be used only as a last resort. 
The main objective of reading a passage a passage is not to define specific words but to 
understand the ideas and concepts of the passage. The frequent use of a dictionary tends to 
focus the reader’s attention on words when he should be concentrating on the 
passage in the shortest time possible. The frequent use of a dictionary takes too much time - 
time that can better be employed in getting an overall understanding of the passage.

Instead of turning to the last resort, the reader should continue reading. Very often, the 
meaning of an unfamiliar word can be guessed from the context in which it is used. The 
passage may give a definition, cite example or describe the circumstances surrounding the 
use of such word well enough for him to know what it means. After reading the whole 
passage, the reader may realize that he has understood the important ideas presented 
without knowing the meaning of every word. If after reading the entire passage, the reader 
is still unable to guess the meaning of a word from the context, then he should study the 
structure of the word. The word may be a compound word which, when broken into its 
component parts, can easily be understood.

If after exhausting these approaches, the reader still does not understand the meaning of a 
word, and if this word is vital to the comprehension of the whole passage, then and only 
then, should he refer to a dictionary.

Questions:
(a) In one sentence state the purpose of a good dictionary.
(b) In two sentences, one for each, state the two disadvantages of constantly referring to a 

dictionary when reading a passage.  
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(c) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the three steps that a reader should take 
before referring to a dictionary.

Answers:
(a) A good dictionary gives information about the language or it helps the learner to learn the 

language.
(b) (i)  Constantly referring to dictionary impedes the readers understanding a passage.

(ii) It slows down the reading speed or it wastes time.
(c) (i) The reader should guess the meaning of the unfamiliar word.

(ii) He should read the whole passage.
(iii)He should study the structure of the word.

Passage 10 (WASSCE 2011)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

People are usually unwilling to make changes in their lives after being accustomed to a 
certain style of life. However, this can cause a lot of problems, as changing circumstances 
often make a change in lifestyle inevitable. Take for example, people who leave their 
country and go abroad for various reasons.

Such people will inevitably face many challenges. First, they have to adapt to a new 
culture and habits that are completely different from what they were used to in their 
country. They will also have to adapt to the weather and may need to learn a new language, 
or now, communicate regularly in a language other than their mother tongue, which they 
used more frequently before their relocation.

Again, at some point in their lives, some people may have cause to change their career. The 
reasons for this may be varied and need not concern us here. But career changes inevitably 
necessitate the acquisition of a different set of skills and experience in the new job, a new 
routine and adaptation to new friends and colleagues at work. In the face of economic 
recession and related circumstances, people may lose their jobs as the organizations they 
work for try to adjust to the adverse situation by retrenching many of their workers. (Terms 
such as “down-sizing”, “right-sizing” and “restructuring” are the modern-day 
euphemisms for this phenomenon!) A worker who suddenly loses his or her job obviously 

has to adjust to a new lifestyle - at least until a new job comes along.

Closely related to job loss is retirement. Many people carry on at their jobs as if they will 
remain at such jobs forever. But retirement is inevitable not only for the paid worker but 
also the self-employed. Retirement in most cases means a change from an active working 
life to a more sedentary lifestyle. It often requires giving up official property such as 
accommodation and vehicles and the replacement of a regular salary with a modest 
pension, which may not be regular. Because of these, the prospect of retirement is often 
viewed with apprehension by many, as they are not prepared for it. 
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Outside the work domain, other changes inevitably continue to take place. For example, at 
some point in their lives, young men and women come together and get married and start 
their own families. The transition from bachelorhood or spinsterhood, of course, means 
adaptation to a spouse, raising children, and discarding of many habits, often reckless and 
impulsive, of married life.

Finally, as painful and undesirable as it is, death is inevitable. The untimely loss of a loved 

one - a wife, a husband, a parent - often turns people’s lives upside down, and necessitates 
a drastic change in lifestyle, Many people never anticipate such a loss, and if unfortunately 
it does occur, it can be quite devastating. In conclusion, people have to be ready for any 
changes that may occur in their lives, as change is inevitable and there is no guarantee for 
anyone that life will be stable forever.

Question:
In six sentences, one for each, summarize the six factors that can cause a change in 
lifestyle as discussed in the passage.  
Answer 

a. The factors that cause a change in life style are:
- Change in career
- Loss of Job
- Retirement
- Marriage
- Death / Loss of loved one
- Change in location

Passage 11 (WASSCE 2012)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

The number of people living in slum worldwide is estimated to be more than a billion. 
Experts in urbanization fear that the ever-growing slums in the world will soon become 
more populous than the cities. Findings like these, however, do not show clearly the 
devastating effect which substandard living conditions have on the poor. The situation is 
more serious in developing countries, where many people lack basic amenities, adequate 
housing and modern health care services.

It is an irony that while some of the richest nations want to build colonies on the moon and 
explore Mars, growing numbers of their poorest citizens cannot afford a descent place to 
live here on earth. It might be easy to conclude that the poor could remedy their situation if 
they showed more initiative, but factors involved in the housing crisis are beyond their 
control. The world’s population is increasing at an alarming rate, such that millions of 
houses are needed to keep pace with the development.
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It is a fact that cities provide more facilities than the rural areas. It is easier to get electricity 
and good water supply, pursue one’s education and secure well-paid jobs in cities than 
villages. Very often, those in the villages hanker for such opportunities. One cannot 
therefore blame them when they seize the first opportunity to reside in cities. They do not 
mind going away from the villages to reside in congested cities, thereby contributing to 
over-population in the cities.

In troubled areas of the world, political disasters, civil wars and suicide bombing are 
common. Poor people, women and children running away from such troubled areas to 
preserve their lives. They seek refuge in whatever shelter they can find when existing 
buildings are completely destroyed. The relationship between housing and poverty cannot 
be ignored. People who cannot afford basic necessities as food and clothing, may not be 
able to rent or build decent houses. These and other factors have forced millions of people 
to settle for substandard housing. They live in abandoned buses, shipping containers, 
cardboard boxes and other unthinkable places.

The housing problems, just like many other problems facing the world, should be tackled 
with urgency. However, the cost of land for the erection of houses is high. Even when land 
is secured, the high cost of building materials is another problem to contend with. One 
must not, therefore, blame building agencies which employ methods that enable them to 
build inexpensive houses.

Questions:
(a) In five sentences, one for each, state the cause of the worldwide housing problems.
(b) In one sentence, summarize the measure that poor people have adopted to solve their 

housing problem.
Answers:
(a) (i) The population of the world is increasing.

(ii) The cities are congested or overpopulated.
(iii) Disasters destroy existing buildings .
(iv)Some people are so poor that they cannot rent or build decent houses.
(v) Lands and building materials are expensive.

(b) They live in make shift structure or all kinds of places.

Passage 12 (WASSCE 2013)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

Have you ever wondered how books get published before reaching the reader? Perhaps you 
assume that the author is solely responsible for designing, printing and getting the books 
distributed to readers. Actually, in most cases, it is not the author who originally conceives the 
idea of a book; rather, it is the publisher, based on the results of a market research, who decides 
on the type of book to publish. So, usually, the concept of a book begins with a market research 
which is an exercise carried out to establish the type of books which would sell fast among a 
specific group of readers.
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The task of hunting for a good writer follows. The publishing house goes out to source for a 
good writer, usually among the academics in the secondary or tertiary institutions. Sometimes,  
however such a writer is found in other professions. For instance, for a good law book, a senior 
advocate might be the best to  consult. Discussions are held with the chosen writer to map out 
precisely the level of the language and the size of the book.

When the manuscript is submitted to the publisher, it is subjected to rigorous screening to 
establish whether it is good enough. Usually, a neutral assessor is found to do a thorough 
critique and recommend its suitability or otherwise. If it is found unsatisfactory, it is simply 
returned and that is the end of the matter. However, if it found publishable, whatever 
amendments recommended by the assessor are used by the author as guidelines to update the 
work. 

When the final manuscript has been accepted, it is further subjected to in-house editing by the 
editorial staff in the publishing house. Of course, most of these are themselves experts in 
English Language as well as specialists in the particular field that the book covers. In most 
cases, they take a critical look at the language, as well as the currency of the content. So, where 
outdated facts are identified, the editorial division does the rectification. Further, editors are 
good at economizing words; very often they cut down on the length of the material.

Whatever leaves the table of the editorial division goes into the publishing section. This has the 
task of doing the final typesetting, providing the pictures and illustrations where needed, and 
arranging for a printing press to handle the final production of the book. Contrary to what most 
people often assume, a printing press is not the same as a publishing company. Indeed, most 
publishing companies do not have printing presses. A printing press charges money for the 
printing and production of the number of copies demanded by the publishers. Once the 
payment has been made for the printing, and the copies have been delivered by the printer, the 
role of the printer ends.

The publisher’s marketing division takes over the copies, advertises the book, goes out to the 
potential users and makes sales. Advertisement may be done on the radio and television 
networks, in newspapers and on billboards. The staff of the marketing division may meet 
schools and the ministry of education to get the book adopted. The wider the publicity the 
higher the sales are likely to be.  

(a) In five sentences, one for each, summarize the five stages in the publication of a book.

(b) In one sentence, state how the publishing house creates a awareness for a book.   
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Answer

(a)
(1) The publisher makes a market research to know the end of the populace.
(2) When the choice of the book is made a hunt is made for a good author or writer usually 

among the academics.
(3) The choice author produces a book to the specification of the publishing house with 

emphasis or level of language and size of book.
(4) When the manuscript is finally finished, rigorous screening is done through several 

assessors including a neutral one and the editorial staffing the publishing until a final 
manuscript is got. 

(5) Final type setting is done by the publishing section who arranges for the printing press 
to handle the final production.

(b) The marketing department takes charge to get the book to the public through several 
marketing strategies including meeting schools and ministry of education.

 

Passage 12 (WASSCE 2014)

Have you ever considered the vast differences between the conventional desktop telephone 
and the modern handset telephone? The desktop telephone has one distinct function: that of 
making and receiving calls. Apart from that, perhaps the other use is aesthetic - adding some 
beauty to the furniture pieces in the room. The conventional telephone set was a status symbol, 
as only the rich and highly priviledged could afford it.

To obtain it, one had to fill many forms and have three well known citizens to attest to one’s 
sterling qualities as a highly responsible member of the society. Then, after paying several 
fees, one had to wait for several months before the telecommunications department officials 
would come to install the wires, in order to get one’s set connected to the national grid. After 
that, the applicant might count himself among the priviledged one’s in the community. But he 
must not heave a sigh of relief yet: his problem may just be beginning. The inclement weather 
may remind him that his use of the facility is at its mercy.  A rainstorm or even a strong wind 
can destroy some of the wire-bearing poles, thus cutting him off from other telephone users. 
Besides, a vehicular accident may knock a pole or several of them. It is not even uncommon for 
termites to render wooden poles useless. Finally, there are the problems of the communications 
department officials who are noted for bringing bills late, and cutting off wires for failure to 
pay up promptly. Most often, the bills bear little resemblance to actual consumption. Thus, the 
telephone is not always there at one’s service.
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Like the conventional desktop telephone set, the handset has the primary function of making 
and receiving calls. beyond that, there are vast differences between them. To begin with, the 
small handset is not much of a status symbol now. It is very easy to carry about and it can be 
used everywhere by all and sundry. The telephone service providers have flooded the market 
with lines at very low prices, such that most users can boast of two or more lines. Gone are the 
days when one has to apply for a set and wait for months. Today, all that it takes is to purchase 
the handset, which could be very cheap or very costly depending on one’s preferences and 
purse. Once it is purchased, its user could have access to dozens of functions. Apart from 
making and receiving calls, one could send text messages and receive responses within 
minutes. The set could be used to take pictures which could be as clear as any taken with a 
professional camera. One could also connect to the internet to read newspapers and send mails. 
Besides, the set could be used to store songs; it could also be used as a radio receiver. One could 
use the handset to programme schedules of activities. The reliable timepiece on it could be 
used as a watch. Young ones play games on their handsets and store pictures of loves ones on 
them. 

However, with all these advantages, the handset has one obvious shortcoming: it can easily be 
lost or stolen. This is where the conventional desktop telephone is not vulnerable. 

Questions
(a) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the problems associated with owning the 

desktop telephone.
(b) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the advantages which the handset 

telephone has over the desktop telephone.   

Answers
(a) (i) It takes a long process of filling numerous forms to obtain the desk top 

telephone.
(ii) Problems encountered in obtaining a desktop telephone is that users are at 

the mercy of bad weather and poles which could render usage or outright 
impossible. 

(iii) Finally, users of desktop telephone hardly enjoy a smooth period of 
undisconnected lines because bills are brought in at abysmally and irregular 
times; they are often inflated too which ends up in the users being cut-off.

(b) (i) The handset telephone is portable and easy to carry about.
(ii) The functions of handset are numerous and overweighs that of the desktop 

telephone.
(iii) The service providers have made it easy to have several lines of the handset 

telephone by making it cheap to procure.
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Passage 13 (NECO 2007)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.
From earliest times, herbal remedies have been used to treat diseases. ‘The hebers, Papyrus’, 
prepared in Egypt about 16th Century B.C. contains hundreds of folk remedies for various 
afflictions. Usually, however, herbal remedies were explained orally from one generation to 
the next. 

Western medical herbalism appears to have begun with the work of first Greek Physical 
Discorides, who wrote ‘De Materia Medica’. It became the leading pharmacological text for 
the next 1,600 years. In many parts of the world, traditional herbal remedies continue to be 
popular. In Germany, government health programmes may even reimburse the cost of herbal 
prescriptions.

Although, it is sometimes claimed that traditional and folk-remedy herbs are safer than 
modern pharmaceutical drugs, they are not without their risks. Some the questions are not 
raised: what cautions and recommendations should one take into account when considering 
herbal remedies? And are there any circumstances under which one form of therapy may be 
more advantageous? 

Herbs have been credited with many therapeutic properties. Some are thought to help the body 

fight infections. Others are said to aid digestion, settle nerves, serve as a laxative, or help 

regulate the glands.  

Herbs may have both nutritional and medical value. For example, some plantes that serve as 

diuretics such as parsley, also contain significant amount of potassium, The potassium in these 

plants compensates for the loss of this vital trace element through urination. Likewise the 

valerian plant (valeriana officialis) long used as a sedative, is high in calcium. The calcium 

may enhance the herbs sedative effect on the nervous system. 

Herbs can be taken in many ways, such as teas decoction, tinctures and poultices. Teas are 

made by pouring boiling water over a herb. But authorities caution that herbs used as teas 

should generally not be boiled in water. Decoctions made from such things as herbal roots and 

bark, are boiled in water to release their active ingredients. 

What about tinctures: One book says that these “are herbs extractions made with the help of 

pure or diluted spirits of alcohol or brandy or vodka”. Then, there are poultices which can be 

prepared in various ways. Usually, they are applied to diseased or painful body parts. 
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Unlike many vitamins and drugs, most herbs are considered foods and are often taken alone on 
an empty stomach. They can also be taken in a capsulated form, which can be more convenient 
and more palatable. If you decide to take herbal remedies, it is wise to do so under professional 
guidance. 

Traditional herbs have been suggested for such conditions as the common cold, indigestion, 
constipation, insomnia, and nausea. However, herbs are also sometimes used for more serious 
ailments not only as a cure but also as a preventive. For instance, in Germany and Austria, the 
herb saw palmetto (serenoa repens) is used as a first-line treatment for being prostatic 
hyperplasia (swelling of the prostate gland). In some countries, this disorder eventually affects 
50 to 60 percent of men. It is important, however, that the cause of the swelling be diagnosed 
by a physician to make sure that the condition does not require more aggressive intervention as 
in the case of cancer.   

Questions:
a. In three sentences, one for each, state the uses of herbs. 
b. in three sentences, one for each, state how herbs can be taken. 

Answers: 
a. (i) Herbs are used to treat diseases. 

(ii) Herbs helps the body to fight infections and aid digestion. 
(iii) Herbs are used for body therapy. 

b. Herbs can be taken as:
(i) In  form of Tea (ii)  like Brandy (iii) as Capsule  

  

Passage 14 (NECO 2008)

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

The two characteristics of a thunderstorm that are obvious to all are thunder and lightning.

Lightning causes harm and even death to humans and animals. People on beaches, golf 

courses and open places in rural areas are at highest risk because they are not protected 

from its electrical charge. However, only about 30 percent of people struck by lightning 

actually die, and the incidence of long-term injury is low when first aid is applied 

promptly. Again, contrary to popular myth, lightning can and often does strike more 

than once in the same place. Lightning starts many fires that devastate large areas 

of land. Approximately 10 percent of forest fires in some countries is caused by lightning. 

These result in the burning of more than 35 percent of the total forest and bush land 

consumed by fire in those countries.
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But lightning strikes are also beneficial. For example, the largely low-temperature fires 
started by lightning during thunderstorms reduce forest undergrowth. This in turn reduces 
the risk of subsequent, more damaging, high-temperature fires reaching the tree tops. 
Lightning also brings about a beneficial change to gaseous nitrogen, which as a gas cannot 
be used by plants. It converts this gas into nitrogen compounds essential to the formation 
of plant tissues and the development of seeds, which provide proteins vital to animal life. It 
has been estimated that 40 percent of the nitrogen oxides present in rainfall is produced by 
lightning.  

A thunderstorm can release an enormous amount of water. Storm-related rainfall brings 
many benefits. It supplies large quantities of water to the soil, reservoirs and dams. 
Research has shown that about 60 percent of all precipitation in some areas comes from 
thunderstorms. So, in these places storm rain is vital to life. Of course, there can be 
negative side to such heavy rainfall. When a storm moves slowly, only a relatively small 
area of land receives most of the rainfall, and this  can result in a flash flood. During such a 
storm,  the surface run-off causes streams and rivers to  swell. It is estimated that about 
one-third of all flood damage in the world  is caused by  flash  floods 
resulting from thunderstorms.   

Perhaps, the most dangerous result of thunderstorms is the tornado. Virtually all tornadoes 
are associated with thunderstorms, but not all thunderstorms are accompanied by 
tornadoes. The most intense tornadoes can be more than 400 kilometres per hour. The 
combined action of powerful rotary winds and the updraft in the centre can destroy 
buildings and hurl lethal debris through the air. Tornadoes occur in many countries of the 
world.

Indeed, thunderstorms should be treated with respect and we should be aware of their 
dangers. 

Questions: 

(a) In three sentences, one for each, summarize any three disadvantages of the 
thunderstorm discussed in the passage.

(b) In three sentences, one for each, summarize the advantages of the thunderstorm 
discussed in the passage.

Answer
a. The disadvantages of thunderstorm are:

(i) It causes harm and death both to humans and animals.
(ii) It brings about tornadoes which can destroy buildings.
(iii)It causes forest fires which consume forests and bush land.

b. The advantages of thunderstorm are:

- Its low temperature fire reduces forest undergrowth.

- Its converts to gaseous Nitrogen into useful compounds

- It supplies large quantities of water to the soil, reservoirs and dams.
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Passage 15 (NECO 2010)

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions on it.

Before the European exploration of the West Coast of Africa started, many North African and 

Greek sailors had reached the West African coast. However, it was not until the fifteenth 

century when the Portugese arrived in the area that any more attempt was made by anybody or 

group to explore the West Coast. 

Many factors explained why West Africa was not explored until the fifteenth century A. D. 

Firstly, within the period many European countries were not politically and economically 

stable to undertake expensive and prestigious projects like voyage of discovery. 

In the second place, European sailors lacked the modern instruments of navigation and had 

limited knowledge of the geography of the African continent. 

Thirdly, the European were reluctant to embark on the exploration of the African coast because 

they had, for long, obtained all they needed from the East through the Arab middlemen. 

By the fifteenth century, however, several other factors encouraged the exploration of West 

Africa. 

Firstly, the ethnic and class struggle in Europe which had gradually given way to more 

centralized and united countries or nations which were financially strong enough to 

support efforts at discovering alternative routes to the spice islands. New nations which 

included Spain, Protugal, England, Holland and France. As Spain and Portugal struggled 

to push the Arabs away from their country to North Africa and beyond, They came to know 

that African coast could be reached. 

Secondly, the military interventions in the East which had resulted in the closure of the 

Mediterranean and Black Seas by the Ottoman Turks. These seas were the main routes 

through which spices and other essential luxury goods from Asia came to Western Europe. 

Thirdly, and perhaps the most important reason, was the introduction of navigation 

instruments like the compass and the astrolabe. Also, Europe’s ability to build Ocean-

going ships.
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Finally, the exploration was the outcome of a movement in Europe called the Renaissance. 
The movement opened men’s minds to new ideas and new knowledge of the world. 

Questions:

a. In three sentences, one for each, state the factors that prevented any notable 

exploration of West African coast until in the fifteenth century. 

b. In three sentences, one for each, state the conditions that encouraged the beginning of 

exploration of the West African coast in the 15th Century.      

Answers:

a. (i) Some European countries were politically and economically unstable. 

(ii) European sailors were limited in modern navigation instruments and 

geographical knowledge of African continent 

(iii) The Europeans were self-sufficient. 

b. The conditions that encouraged exploration include:

(i) The end of class and ethic struggle and the development of financially strong 

nations. 

(ii) The intervention of the military. 

(iii) The introduction of navigation instruments. 

 

  156

SummaryMASTER ENGLISH LANGUAGE SOLUTION 



Exercises

Passage I
Read the following passage carefully and answer in your own words, as far as possible, the 
questions that follow. 

Statistics show that poor sanitary conditions, contaminated water and an uncertain food 
supply make a Third World child’s early years its most perilous. But health authorities claim 
the problem of infant mortality in developing nations is compounded by the manufacturers of 
prepared baby food who lure mothers away from the safest and most economical means of 
nourishing their children-breast feeding. According to WHO officials, breast-feeding is on 
the decline in some parts of the world. However, the organisation warns that generalization of 
national patterns is difficult. For instance, a survey showed that while only 28 per cent of the 
middle-class women living in Guatemala’s urban area were breast-feeding their three 
months-old babies, 90 per cent of the poor women in rural areas were doing the same. 

 Third world mothers who live in cities have easy access to Western products including baby 
food. They often work outside the home and cannot return to their children at feeding time. 
Some have climbed into the middle-class and see bottle-feeding as a Western status symbol. 
Other women believe that natural milk is not good enough for their babies, and that even if it 
were, they could not supply it in sufficient quantities. Doctors discount those worries, 
however. 

What most disturbs opponents of the bottle is the way manufacturers market their products. 
The opponents contend that advertising - potentially aimed at middle-class women - has 
scared mothers from impoverished families as well. Companies have sent uniformed, ‘milk 
nurses; into comminutes to advertise their products knowing that women will mistake the 
worker for medical personnel. They complain about billboards boosting powdered baby food 
and posters that appear in children’s wards. Perhaps most insidious is the practice of giving a 
few free cans of baby food when she leaves the hospital. Often, mothers do not know what 
they are starting until it becomes a habit. 

There is no doubt that a demand for baby food exists. Most experts acknowledge that, in 
certain circumstances, the mixtures are necessary and sometimes crucial. Powdered milk and 
milk substitution are of high nutritional value. It would be criminal to refuse them when our 
population’s diet is so low in animal protein. In some cases, baby food has saved lives. 

The controversy has no easy answers. The real issue, an analyst believes is money. ‘Bottle’ 
feeding has been linked with mortality and breast milk with survival. The more reliable 
findings seem to indicate that the relationship is between poverty and mortality.       

Questions:
(a) Summarize, in four short sentences of your own, why most third world mothers now 

feed their babies with manufactured baby food. 

(b) Summarize, in two sentences, one for each, methods used to lure mothers away from 
breast-feeding. 
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Passage II

Read the following passage carefully and answer in your own words, as far as possible, the 

questions on it. 

Traditionalists, who argue that the custom of paying bride price should be upheld as it is a 

major African tradition, claim that it is a means of checking polygamy. But, this is an 

assumption without basis. Polygamy has always been an accepted social phenomenon in 

Africa just as it is in the Islamic world. It has been in existence since the pre-colonial era when 

the basic argument was that more hands were needed on the farm even though this reason 

conveniently ignores the fact that more mouths need to be fed.    

However, in this day and age, polygamy, in spite of the bride price, is not only still with us but 

also is on the increase. Polygamy used to be regarded as prevalent among unenlightened 

African men. But these days, even their so called educated counterparts seem to be deriving 

some form of twisted pleasure from practicing this custom. The only difference being, 

perhaps, that polygamy is practiced in a more sophisticated way by the latter; while 

presenting a front of a monogamous home, they keep and support wives outside. 

The argument that bride price is a way of compensating parents of the bride for her 

upbringing and possible loss of earning power is most ridiculous and sexist. It is a fact both 

male and female children cost parents money in equal measure to bring up. Why, then, single 

out the girls as a source for parents to recoup their losses? In any case, why should price tags 

be placed on female children who, like their male counterparts, are equally the offspring of 

parents? The term, “bride price”, no matter how inoffensive it may appear is simply money 

paid on the head of a woman about to be married. 

It is hardly surprising, then, that a female child in the African society is regarded as a 

commodity to be marketed to the highest bidder while the male who, by the way, must do the 

purchasing, is curiously enough regarded as an asset. But perhaps more damaging is the fact 

that the bride price system usually, although not always, leads to a situation where the 

helpless bride is denied the joy of being married to the man she loves. 

Questions:

(a) In three sentences, one for each, state the views of those who think the bride price custom 

should be maintained. 

(b) In three sentences, one for each, state the reasons why the writer is against the paying of 

bride price.           
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Passage III 
 

Read the following passage carefully and then answer in your own words, as far as possible, 
the questions on it. 

The technique of study makes the difference between the swot and the student. The swot reads 
almost round the clock, reading with constancy through all the materials he can lay his hands 
on and which deal with his subjects. You would find such a person always bent double over the 
printed page, read laboriously over and over again. Whether or not he understands what he 
reads is another matter. 

The student, on the other hand, develops a particular method of study suitable for his purpose. 
Perhaps, he habitually reads the texts for just a few hours daily but, in addition, studies the past 
questions intensively to get a fair idea of what types of questions to expect. Indeed, he may be 
able to predict fairly accurately what questions could be set in a particular examination. 
Furthermore, rather than read blindly through every available text, the student may decide to 
cover answering only those questions covering his selected area of study. In short, the student 
develops a workable technique that does not over-burden him, and yet makes him much 
effective than the swot. The relevance of all this to our purpose is that the student cultivates a 
suitable technique for answering questions. 

When doing a comprehension exercise, for instance, it pays to read through the whole passage 
first, fairly rapidly, without looking at the questions and without worrying too serious about 
the difficult words. During this first reading, the speed should be pretty fast. The advantage of 
this first reading is that it gives the student a general, broad view of the passage. Many students 
would, after this first reading, examine the questions. But they would do better not to attempt 
answering them yet. The questions may be studied only to guide the student towards the areas 
on which attention should be focused. 

The second, more careful, fairly slower reading may now follow. This time, with the questions 
at the back of the students’s mind. He would be able to say what to look for, where to look for it 
and which ideas to bring together. It is during this reading that the student may mark off the 
passage into segments with a pencil  so as to be able to sort out the various ideas. 

After this second reading, the questions can now be tackled-if the student is satisfied that he 
has clearly mastered the passage and understood the questions. If he is still in doubt about a 
few points, he may still read through the whole part of the passage a third time. 

Questions:

(a) In two sentences, one for each, summarize the characteristics of the swot and the student as 
described  in the passage. 

(b) In four sentences, one for each step and the purpose behind it, summarize the four steps the 
author recommends that a student should take before answering questions on a reading 
passage.       
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Passage IV

Read the passage below carefully and then answer in your own words, as far as possible, the 

questions on it. 

Almost everything bought nowadays has to be broken out of its box, tube, packet, cartoon or 

tin before it can be used. Non-returnable wrappings impose serious strains on the local 

authorities whose responsibility it is to collect and dispose of rubbish. Tax payers have to pay 

large sums of money to deal with the processing of the huge tons of refuse. The destruction of 

waste is also difficult as much of the packaging consists of materials which stubbornly refuse 

to be broken down naturally by decomposition. Expensive incinerators have to be installed 

and the smoke they produce cause pollution of the atmosphere. Packaging, too, in the form of 

litter spoils the environment we all share. Industry and selling agencies, however, continue to 

introduce more and more packaging every week. One large agency argues its views without 

any trace of apology that cigarettes, wrapped in tinfoil and placed in a box, retain their flavour 

better and have a longer shelf-life than products less carefully packageds; products sold in jars 

are protected from the contamination which would be bound to occur if they were handled 

continually by shop assistants or intending purchasers. The cost of wrapping goods carefully 

is reflected in their higher standard of hygiene achieved by good wrapping is money well 

spent. 

Those who watch over the interests of the customer, however, argue that the wrappings are 

unnecessarily and merely serve to confuse the shopper. Some unscrupulous manufactures 

may try to deceive the shopper by increasing the size of a  cartoon or changing the shape of a 

bottle whilst reducing the quality of its contents. 

Attempts recently made to standardize packets were meant to make the shopper’s task easier. 

However, not everyone approves of standardization. Colourful wrappings do make goods 

look attractive and provide variety; they can stimulate a healthy demand, which leads to 

increased competition between manufacturers and the maintenance of employment for the 

workers in the companies. Anything which helps to brighten our lives is worthwhile. The 

merest suggestion on a packet that we shall be fitter, more loved, richer, or happier if we buy 

the product will lure us to spend more and ignore the waste of earth resources in the making of 

unnecessary boxes, packets, tubes, cartons and tins. 

Questions:

(a) In two sentences, one for each, state two problems that wrappings create for the citizens. 

(b) In two sentences, one for each, state two advantages of wrapping goods.

(c) In two sentences, one for each, state two disadvantages of packaging to the customer .      
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ORAL ENGLISH

Most of human speech depends on air from the lungs, (called plumonic air stream) which 
when released comes in contact with any of the speech organs to produce a particular sound. 
The mouth and the throat form a continuous tube called the vocal tract.

The vocal  tract is where speech is articulated and produced. It comprises of the speech organs 
called articulators. The organs that take part in the production of sounds are: The lips, the 
upper front teeth, the teeth ridge (alveolar ridge), the hard palate, the soft palate, the uvular, the 
throat (called the pharynx) and the glottis (Adams apple).

These organs - or articulators - are of two types. Passive articulators and active articulators. 
Passive articulators remain static during the articulation of sounds. The upper lip, teeth, 
alveolar ridge, hard palate, soft palate, uvula and pharynx wall are passive articulators. The 
active articulators, the tongue, the lower lip and the glottis: move relative to these passive 
articulators to produce various speech sounds. 

In order to do well in an examination, therefore, it is necessary to recognise and produce the 
sounds of English correctly. It suffice to note that English alphabets are different from English 
sounds. The English alphabets contain twenty-six letters (used in writing) - from A - Z. The 
English sound system is made up of forty-four sounds: twenty-four consonants and twenty 
vowels. In phonetic description, we distinguish consonants from vowels in terms of how they 
are articulated in the vocal tract.   

CONSONANTS

Consonants are sounds in spoken language produced by a partial or complete closure of the 
airstream by a constriction of the speech organs in the vocal tract. There are twenty-four 
consonant sounds in the English Language.

THE ORGANS OF SPEECH 

Nasal Cavity 

Oral Cavity 

Alveolar Ridge

Lips

Teeth

Palate

Velum

Tongue

Glottis

Vocal Cords

Air from the Lungs
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2. Some words ending in -ee, -eer, -ese, -oo, -ette, have their stress on the final syllable.
e.g. refu¢gee, mecan¢ese, mountain¢eer.

3. Words ending in -al, -ally, -ty, -able and -ible have their main stress on the third syllable.
e.g. inter¢national, inci¢dentally, irre¢trievable, agri¢cultural

4. Words ending in -ion, have their stress on the fourth syllable.
e.g. pronunci¢ation, administ¢ration, exagge¢ration

These are general rules and might be open to exceptions.

5. Words starting with a prefix, have the stress on the prefix.
e.g. ¢re-write, ¢anti-climax, ¢unproductive, ¢inter-play

6. In compound words, the stress usually falls on the first element. For instance ¢teaport, 
¢bookshop, ¢colourbird, ¢passerby, ¢blackboard.

7. Some words are distinguished only through stress. That is, they are spelt the same way, but 
it is the stress that shows their difference. For instance, “export” may either be a noun or a 
verb depending on where it is stressed. When it is stressed on the first syllable- ¢export, it is 
a noun, when on the second syllable-ex¢port, it is a verb. Other words in this category are:

Nouns Verbs
¢import Im¢port
¢conduct con¢duct
¢increase in¢crease
¢subject sub¢ject
¢convert con¢vert
¢insult in¢sult
¢object ob¢ject

The examples above show that the meaning and grammatical class of a word can change 
depending on where the stress falls.

EMPHATIC STRESS

Emphatic stress is a special stress that is given by the speaker to some word in a sentence. It is 
also known as significant stress. When emphasis  is introduced, almost any word may be 
stressed, even grammatical words. Emphatic stress is important in conveying meaning or 
information. Now look at the following example.

Peter finished all the assignments in the MORNING.

(a) Who finished all the assignments?
(b) When did Peter finish all the assignments?
(c) Did Peter finish part of the assignments?
(d) Did Peter start the assignments in the afternoons?

Here, the word ‘morning’ is emphasized therefore, written in capital letters to indicate stress. 
So, a look at the question to which the statement is bound shows that the utterance “When did 
Peter finish all the assignment? is the correct answer.   
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Exercise
Choose the right answer.

1. (a) The vowel in poor is the same as the vowel in pure, cure, sure, and gourd.
(b) The vowel in pure is the same as the vowel in gourd but not the same as the vowel in pure, cure  
and sure.
(c) The vowel in poor is the same as the vowel in pure but not the same as the vowel in sewer.
(d) The vowel in poor is not the same as the vowel in pure, core and sure or gourd and tour.

2. (a) The vowel in tour is the same as the vowel in sewer, but not the same as the vowel in 
moor and cure.

(b) The vowel in tour is not the same as the vowel in sewer, moor, cure, and the initial syllable of 
 during.

(c) The vowel in tour is the same as the vowel in sewer, moor, cure and the final syllable of endure.
(d) The vowel in tour is the same as the vowel in the first syllable of during but different 

from the vowel in the first syllable of curious and spurious.

3. (a) The vowel in cure is the same as the vowel usually in fluent and truant.
(b) The vowel in cure is never  the same as the vowel usually in fluent and truant. 
(c) The vowel in cure is never the same as the vowel usually in jewel.
(d) The vowel in cure is not the same as the vowel in the second syllable of security.

4 (a) The vowel in care is the same as the vowel in tear (verb) but not the same as the vowel 
in their.
(b) The vowel in care is the same as the vowel in wear but not the same as the vowel in 

bear and tear(verb).
(c) The vowel in care is the same as the vowel in tear (verb) but not the same as the vowel 

in mayor.
(d) The vowel in care is the same as the vowel in wear, bear and tear (verb).

5. (a) The vowel in share  is the same as the vowel in  the first syllable Mary.
(b) The vowel in share is the same as the vowel in hair  but not the same as the vowel in 

first syllable Mary. 
(c) The vowel in share is the same as the vowel in prayer but not the same as the vowel in swear.
(d) The vowel in share is  the same as the vowel in the first syllable of Mary but not the 

same as the vowel in bear. 

6. (a) The vowel in dear is the same as the vowel in deer but not the same as the vowel in the 
second  syllable of idea.

(b) The vowel in dear is the same as the vowel in the second syllable of idea.
(c) The vowel in dear is the same as the vowel in here  but not the same as the vowel in Fakir.
(d) The vowel in dear is not the same as the vowel in tear (noun) but not as the same as the 

vowel in weird.

7. (a) The vowel in fierce  is the same as the vowel in real but not the same as the vowel in 
beard .

(b) The vowel in fierce is the same as the vowel in real but not the same as the vowel in clear.
(c) The vowel in fierce is the same as the vowel in real but not the same as the vowel in the first 

syllable of  period.
(d) The vowel in fierce is  the same as the vowel in real  and  the vowel in the first syllable of hero 
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8. (a) The vowel in shout is the same as the vowel in foul and mouth but not the same as the vowel 
in owl.

(b) The vowel in shout  is the same as the vowel in mouth but not the same as the vowel in proud.
(c) The vowel in shout  is the same as the vowel in caw but not the same as the vowel in proud.
(d) The vowel in shout  is the same as the vowel in foul but not the same as the vowel in owl.

9. (a) The vowel in out  is the same as the vowel in proud, cloud, sound  and hound.
(b) The vowel in out  is the same as the vowel in hound but not the same as the vowel in louse.
(c) The vowel in out  is the same as the vowel in proud but not the same as in crouch.
(d) The vowel in out  is the same as the vowel in proud but not the same as the vowel in the final 

syllable of the name Macleod. 

10. (a) The vowel in soul  is the same as the vowel in sole , four, and  road. 
(b) The vowel in soul  is the same as the vowel in role but not the same as the vowel in sew.
(c) The vowel in soul is the same as the vowel in crow  but not the same as the vowel in 

soap.
(d) The vowel in soul is the same as the vowel in crow but not the same as the vowel in soap.

11. (a) The vowel in bone  is the same as the vowel burn.
(b) The vowel in bone  is the same as the vowel in pose  and pause.
(c) The vowel in bone  is the same as the vowel in boon.
(d) The vowel in bone  is  the same as the vowel in choke,  grows, coal  and toast.

12. (a) The vowel in pose is the same as the vowel in  foal  and mauve.
(b) The vowel in pose is the same as the vowel in oak but not the same as the vowel in brooch.
(c) The vowel in pose is the same as the vowel in toe  but not the same as the vowel in beau.
(d) The vowel in poser is the same as the vowel in foal and mauve.

13. (a) The vowel in boy is the same as the vowel in  born, noise  and voice.
(b) The vowel in boy is the same as the vowel in  joy, joint, choice and coiled.
(c) The vowel in boy is the same as the vowel in toil and void but not the same as the vowel in 

voiced.
(d) The vowel in boy is the same as the vowel in point and noise and not the same as the vowel in 

coil.

14. (a) The vowel in my is the same as the vowel in  climb but not the same as the vowel in aisle
(b) The vowel in my is the same as the vowel side  but not the same as the vowel in height.
(c) The vowel in my is the same as the vowel in climb  but not the same as the vowel in rhyme.
(d) The vowel in poser is the same as the vowel in foal and mauve.
(e) The vowel in my  is  the same as the vowel in eyes, spy, tide, ripe and aisle.

15. (a) The vowel in face is the same as the vowel in rain  but not the same as the vowel in gauge.
(b) The vowel in face  is the same as the vowel in eight and goal.
(c) The vowel in face  is the same as the vowel in claim but not the same as the vowel in bass.
(d) The vowel in face  is  not the same as the vowel in chase, they, weigh  and steak. 
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