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GeneralElectionof1979

Thecrisiswasnotaviolentcrisisastheonesorganizedundertheparliamentarysystem.The

crisiswascentredonthewinner.i.e.noneofthecandidateswasabletosecure25%ofthetotal

votecastinthe2/3ofthestatesofthefederation.AlhajiShehuShagariwhowaseventually

declarethewinnerwon25%in12statesasagainst122/3statesbasedonthe19states.The

UPNcandidateChiefAwolowotookthemattertothepresidentialelectiontribunaland

consequentlythesupremecourt.Inall,theNPNcandidatewasdeclaredwinner.

GeneralElectionof1983

Itwasanelectionconductedbytheciviliansafter13yearsofmilitary.Sixpoliticalparties

participatedintheelectionincludingthenewregisteredAdvancedPartyofNigeriaformedbyMr

TunjiBraithwaite.Theorderofelectionwasreversedstartingwiththepresidential,gubernatorial,

senatorial,houseofrepresentativeandstatehouseofassembly.AllpartiesexceptPRPfielded

theirpresidentialcandidateinthe1979election.TheelectionsstartedonAugust6,1983amidst

allegationofriggingatalllevel.Thiswasfollowedbyprotest,violentrioting,lootingetc.Itwas

moreseriousinOndoandOyostatewheretheNPNwasdeclaredwinner.Althoughthecourt

reversedtheondostategubernatorialelectionthevictoryoftheNPNwasshortlivedhasthe

militarytookovergovernmentonthe31stofDecember,1983.

KADUNASTATEEXECUTIVEANDLEGISLATIVECRISIS

ThecrisisthatrocktheGovernmentofAlhajiBalarabeMusaoftheoldKadunaStatecouldbe

seenasaninter-partyrivalry.TheGovernorwaselectedontheplatform ofPRPinthe1979

generalelectionwhereas,themajorityofthelegislaturesinthehousewerefrom thefederalled

partyi.e.NPN.

Thecrisisbeganwhenthegovernorinlinewithconstitutionalrequirementspresented

nomineesforthepositionofcommissionerstothehouseofassemblyforapproval.Afterthree

presentationsandrejections,thegovernordecidedtogovernthestatewithoutcommissioners.

Theactionfurthercompoundedtheacrimonybetweenthetwoarmsofgovernment.

Animpeachmentmotionwasmovedagainstthegovernorbythemajorityleaderofthehouse,

AlhajiDaudaMani.Afterfollowingconstitutionalprocedures,thegovernorwasimpeachbythe

majoritypartyhavingsecuredthetwo-thirdrequirementvotestoimpeachthegovernor.

THENIGERIANCIVILWAR

TheNigeriancivilwarstartedonthe6thofJuly1967,andofficiallyendedonJanuary15th,1970.

REMOTECAUSESOFTHEWAR



1.Allegationofriggingofthewesternelectionof1965.Thecrisisthatfollowedprepared

thegroundforthemilitarytake-over.

2.Theabolitionoffederalism anddeclarationofunitarystate-abolishingthefourregions

byGen.AguiyiIronsion24thmay1966

3.Fearofdominationbythesoutherners

4.Thecounter-coupof1966andtake-overofgovernmentbyLt.ColYakubuGowon

againstthewishofLtCol.Ojukwu-whorefusetorecognizehim.

5.Thedesireoftheeasternregiontocontroltheoiljustdiscoveredintheregion.

IMMEDIATECAUSESOFTHECIVILWAR

1.ThemassacresoftheigbosintheNorthbetween29thSeptemberand3rdOctober1966.

2.Thedecreeno8oftheGowonadministrationthatseekstostrengthenthefederal

structurewhichwasagainsttheAburiagreementthatmakestheregionsstrongeratthe

expenseofthefederalgovernment.

3.TheunilateralcreationoftwelvestatesbyGowononMay27,1967

4.ThedeclarationofthesovereignstateofBiafrabyOjukwuonthe30thofMay1967.

5.ThedeclarationofstateofemergencyontheeasternregionbyGowonand

subsequencedeclarationofwaragainstNigeriabyOjukwu.

CONSEQUENCESOFTHECIVILWAR

1.Lossofinestimablelivesandproperties.Mostpeoplediedofstarvationandhunger.

2.Thecivilwarcostthecountrylotsofmoneythatcouldbeusedfordevelopmental

purposes.

3.Itdisruptededucationinmanypartsofthecountryespeciallyintheeasternregion.

4.Thecivilwarbroughtuntoldhardshiponlotsoffamilyespeciallywherethebreadwinner

waslosttothewar.

5.Peaceandtranquillitywerejeopardized.

6.Itledtomutualdistrust.


