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MAJORPOLITICALCRISESINNIGERIA

CENSUSCRISISOF1962/63

1.Shortlyafterindependence,acensusexercisewasconductedinMay1962.

2.Thefigurewasnotofficiallyreleasedasaresultofallegedriggingbutthepublished

figuresshowsanincreaseinthepopulationofthewestandeasternregionswitha

decreaseinthepopulationofthenorthernregion.

3.Thefigurespublishedbecamecontroversialandathreattothecorporateexistenceof

thecountry.

4.ThePrimeMinistermetwiththepremiersandtheyagreedthe1962censusfiguredbe

nullifiedandanotherconducted.

5.AnothercensuswasconductedinNovember1963.

6.InFebruary1964,aprovisionalfigurewasreleased.ItputthepopulationofNigeriaat

55.7million.

7.ThebreakdownofthefiguregavetheNorthas29.8million,East12.4million,West10.3

million,Mid-west2.5millionandLagos0.7million.

8.Theeasternandmid-westernrejectedthefiguresbutwasacceptedbythenorthernand

westernregions.

9.Thefigurewasacceptedbythefederalgovernmentafterminormodifications.

10.Thisgeneratedalotofprotestsagainstthefiguresespeciallyinthesouthernpartofthe

country

11.TheeasternregionwenttotheSupremeCourttoseekanullificationofthefigure,but

thecourtrejectedtheirprayer.



ACTIONGROUPCRISISOF1962

TheactiongroupcrisiswasamajorcrisisthatbroughtdownthefirstRepublic.Itwasanintra-

partycrisisonpersonalityclashbetweenChiefObafemiAwolowo,thepartyleaderandChief

LadokeAkintola,thedeputyleaderoftheparty.

FACTORSTHATLEDTOTHECRISIS

1.ThemistrustbetweenChiefAwolowoandAkintola.

2.Ideologicaldifferencesi.e.whileAwolowowantedademocraticsocialism (combined

elementofpublicandprivateentreprise)Akintolaandhissupporterswhohad

commercialandbusinessinterestrejectedtheideology.

3.AwolowodidnotwantthepartytoparticipateintheunitygovernmentofNPCwhile

AkintolapreferredacooperationwiththefederalcontrolledNPC.

4.Awolowo’srefusaltorelinquishpowertohissuccessorpremierinthewest.

5.TheabolitionoftheofficeofdeputyleaderandexpulsionofAkintolafrom thepartyat

theFebruary1962JosconventionoftheParty.

6.Akintolawasremovedfrom officebythegovernorhavingreceivedalettersignedbythe

majorityoftheparty’smembersofregionalhouseofassembly.AlhajiD.S.Adegbenro

wasappointedinhisplace.

7.Anattempttoratifytheexecutivedecisioninthehousewasmetwithoppositionfrom

thesupportersofAkintolainthehouse.Attheorderoftheprimeminister,thelegislative

chamberwaslocked.Atanotherattempt,itturnedoutmoreviolent.Astateof

emergencywasthereforedeclaredbythefederalgovernmentandanadministratorwas

appointed(Dr.M.A.Majekodunmi),Akintolawashoweverreinstatedattheendofthesix

monthemergencyperiod.

8.Atthefederallevel,ChiefObafemiAwolowowasarrestedandchargedwithtreason.He

wasjailedfortenyears.Akintolaformedanewparty(NigeriaNationalDemocratic

Party).Thecrisisledtothecarvingoutofthemid-westernregionfrom thewestern

region-amoveAwolowohadoftenrejected.

CONSEQUENCEOFTHECRISIS

 Declarationofstateofemergency

 ChiefObafemiAwolowowaschargedwithtreason

 Itscrisiswasoneofthecrisesthatledtothemilitarytakeover

 Itledtotheformationoftwomainalliances-theNNAandtheUPGA



 Itledtothecreationofmid-westernregion

 Thecrisisledtonearanarchy

 Itwasthebeginningoftheendoftheparty

ASSIGNMENT:

1.StatethefactorsthatledtotheKadunaStateLegislativeandexecutivecrises.


